' Altar Worſhip, 
J Or 
BOWING 


| to the 
: | Communion Table 
e | Coulidered , 
* Novelty 
- \ As to Vanity charged up« 
- + the Jimguny on It. 
bY [ Malignuy 
)- © la an Antitheſis to the Determi- 
y ” nmationof Dr. Elazar Durcen, 
n X Lately tranflared, and ſent in- 
t, 1 totheworldina Romiſh Dreſe, 
= ; with-a-Croſs in che Front and 


Fine, 


| By Z. Crofton Presbyter bur proved 
: Enemy to all Fanaricks. 


] Levir, 26. 1. You ſhall nor ſet up any 
 Imigein your Land to bow down un- 


; rot, 

\ ' London, Printed for F. R. artbe 
| Fountainia Goldſmiths-Row in 
Cheapſide, 1661, 


Hu tepidi ſunt qui (brifium cum 

Belial is fide, Ceremoniu of mo- 
ribus conciliare ſatagunt : qui cum tx 
Babylone ſe egreſſos glorientur , boxiq, 
evangelis; babert velint; exuvias ta- 
men papers, dignitates , ordints, vt- 
ſes, ſlolas, \infulas, caſulas, cruces, 
Imagines , Statuas , Altaria, Cereos , © 
Lampades, Calices, & id genus ſupel- | 


leftilie Babylonica ; pro adiaphoris in © 
. Templis oy culty Dei, moydiens tuentur. 


Parcus expoſ, in Apocalypſ, cap. 3. v.i5. 


+» o* Tu HB CO ew Re BE 


| EIDDDIIR 


 TheEpiſtleto the 
Reader. 


RR ———_— 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Eligion ( mans Glory) 
; R like Moral and Di- 


i vine Vertues, # at- 
4 tended and often 


3 enervated by two Extreams , 


Prophaneſle and Superſtiti- 
on ; equally odiont unto God, 
"Incident unto men , aud 100 
commonly concomitant , and 
that (which i ſtrange ) ordi- 
narily gr" in the ſame 
Swbjetts , + wie 


The Epiſtle 
by Prophaneſs the Defe&, 
and at the ſame time ſub- | 
wverting it by Superſtition, | 
the Exceſs thereof, 4 

Such is mans propenſity to © 
both theſe, that nothing will | 
reflrain many, antil they run * 
themſelves on their own ' 
Rnine; and when the judg= © 
ments of a Fealous God | 
hath bid a ſtand to. their fu- _ 
rious courſe ;, hedged up their © 
way, turned them by weeping | 
Croſs, and bound them a- | 
gainft the ſame by the ſacred + 
Bonds of moſt Solemn Oaths, © 
yet mercy is no ſooner ve- 
turged ow them, but like 
backſlidirg Iſrael, they fors 
get God, deal falſly in his 
Covenant , and go a who- 
ring 


to- the Reader, 
ring after their own Inven- 
LORS, | | 

of this evil,England is become 
4 moſt ſad ana ſenſible. Ems 
bleme ;, concerning whoſe nn 


| ſent carriage towards Religi- 


On, we my expoſinlate as 
the Ten. fomtimes (ona hare 
Fealowſie.) did with the Two 
Tribes of Iſrael, in Jo(h.22. 
16, 17, 18,19. What treſ- 
paſs ' is this that ye have 
committed: againſt the God 
of Iſrael, to. turn away 
this day from following 
the Lord; in that you have 
builded you an' ALTAR, 
that ' ye might rebell this 
day againſt che Lord 7 Ts: 
the  Iniquity of Peor too 
little for us , from which 
A 4 We. 


The Epiſtle 


we are not cleanſed this 
day * (although there was 
a Plague in the Congrega- 
tion of the Lord ) bur thac 
you muſt tarn away this 
day from following the 
Lord : and it will be, ſec- 
ing ye rebell to day againſt 
the Lord, ro morrow he 
will be wroth wich the 
whole Congregation- of It« 
rael: Wherefore rebel not 
againſt the Lord, nor rebel 
againſt us, to build you an 
ALTAR beſides the Altarof 
_ the Lord, 
How Gods S3bbaths bave 
been prophaned , and hu 
Sanctuary polluted in our 
Land, we cannot forget : 
and tow our Kings, Princes 
| and 
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to the Reader, 


and People have been viſit- 
ed by a Jealous God, onr 
yet bleeduig wounds cannot 
but mind us: How bs 
Hand hath brought our Nation 
under « moſt Solemn League 
and Covenant ( from which no 
Power, Pope, Prince or Par- 
liament can abſolve us) for 
the Reformation. of Reli« 
gion according to his 
Word ,.- all the Chriſtian 
world conld not but obſerve ; 
t wretched we , not only 

forget, but with a frettin 

wiolence caſt off, yea, brea 
through thoſe Sacred. bonds, 
retwrning like Dogs to our 
V omit , which s mwofully 
witneſſed by that Deluge of 
Prophaneſs and Superſtition 
A. 5, which» 


The Epiſtle 


which doth overſpread our 
Land, wnto the again pro- 
phane neglect of Gods +. 
Sabbath , avd polluting his | 
Sanctuary, by the whole © 
Maſs of Humane Inventions, 
and Idolatraws dregs conti- 
nued among us at ew firi# 


| Reformation, or innovared 


by our late Prelates, in their © 
purſued accommodation and 
Hnion with Rome ( that © 
Mother of Whoredoms ) for + 
which ,, notwithſlanding we } 
have ſharply ſmarted, yet we 
finda the ſame Spirit ( ac- 
cording to its power ) for* 
ward toyappear: Amoneſt | 
which, Solemn and Reli- 7 
ious Bowing to, towards, / 
or befcre the Communjon- - 
Table | 
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tothe Reader; 


Table is not the leaſt, 
hogd 2) many the leaſt 
regarded. 

This Ceremony ( for ſuch 
they would have us account 
it ) & afreſh taken up by 
our now-rifing Prelates , 
and their ol{ Superſtitious 
Clergy, 70t only in Cathe- 
dral, but ſome Paiſh Chur- 
ches : But 4s yet hath ob- 
tained (that 1 obſerve) few- 
Adwocates , who openly. plead: 
for this irreligioms , irratio- 
nal Adoration, only .one 
I. D. hath (with a daring 
Impudence and Xeſuirich 
boldneſs) tranſlated Dy. Ele- 
azar Duncon his Determi» 
vation Dis Adoratione Dei 
adyerſus Altare ,. delimered? 
: ſonte: 


The Epiſtle 
ſome years ſince in Latint , 
at publick Commencement in 
the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, and that pd he ov: 
ejjeth CO Mare 

The Bom De A he Co 
rranflacionof Dr, tholick Paths 
termination, Bnto  Vulgar 
 _ Devotion: & 

leſt you fhould miſtake the 
meaning of his Term Ca- 
tholick, he hath affixed to 
the Front and exd 'of hs 
Book ,- the” , 'that Ca- 
tholick Mark of the Rowiſh 
Charch : on whoſe Score, 4s 
his holy Mother-Church, 
( I conceive he would be 
waderſload)) he doth pre- 
ſume to caſt the Boldneſig of 
Dedicating this Tranflati- 
Ol 
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to the Reader? 
on #8 DodFor John Gauden, 
( one of our now attive ri- 
fing Prelates) whom be ap- 
plauds for his Late Signal 
Endeavours to vindicate her 
Honour , and reſtore her 
Glory. | 

I cannot but ( in Chars- 
ty) hope to ſee the indig- 
nation of tha Reverend P- 
tron exprefied againfs this 
Tranſlators Boldneſs ; for that 
hs Non-conformity ( # 
this Point ( at his Late Con- 
ſecration, giveth me cauſe to 
thick his Name i knaviſhly 
prefixed to this Book, be- 
cauſe his Late unhappy works 
may ( 1 wiſh only ſo ) by ac- 
cident prove ſerviceable to 
Englands ſinful ſhameſal re- 
carn, 


The Epiſtle 


eurn to the Holy-Catho» [ 


I:ick-Mother-Charch of Rome 
to which the coming abroad 


of * this Book in 4 Popiſh 
Form and Diale&, ſeems to 


be a Preludium, 1 heard 


that. a Fool of late ſeeing 
the now Altar and Croſſes 
over it at Weſtminſter- 4b- 
bey, and meeting with a 


Perſon of Honour , ſaluted 


bim with a fooliſh embrace , 
and this homely Complement, 
God bleffe you- my Lord, 
you are reforming Religi- 
on to the Purity it was 
in, in Queen Aaries dies z 
Fooles and Children do com- 
monly. ſpeak trmhs : If 
ALTARS be ered and: 
adored., without, nay, con- 
bes frary 


A 
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to the Reader. 
trary to Law, and that un- 
er Honourable counte. 
nance, and be pleaded for 
21 ow Engliſh, under our 
Prelates Patronage, we car 
expe our Reformation to 
be reſolved into no other 
Mode. © 

Thas England may have 
4 ſeaſonable warning, and 
the Vulgar a timely Anti- 
dote to poyſon thus prepa- 
xed; I have oppoſed mnnto 
Dr, Dancons Theſis « plain 
Antithefis, and explained 
and enforced it with thoſe 
Conſiderations, which run 
counter to the Arguments of 
the Dotor , and bis contem- 


 porary Conteſtors : I have 


choſen this Method for the 
pot ſake 


The Epiſtle 

ſake of the 'Vulgar , whs 
better underfland plain poſi- 
tive Aſſertions, than Polemi- 
cal Debates. 

Were I worthy to plead 
with owr Riſing Prelates , 
I would demand, Whether 
they are reſolved to re- 
turn us. to Rowe , or run 


us upon our utter Ruine : | 


For othermiſe they would call 
a Colledge of Caſaiſts, and 
reſolve that great Caſe , of 
Conſcience, Unto, againſt 
what, .and how far the .So- 
temn League and Cove- 
nant doth oblige our King 
and Kingdom ? le# they 
run. themſelves, and occaſion 
others to ruw upon the wio- 
lation thereof : We melt | 

know , | 


Pp & 
= 
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; 


[ | ſmall Manual ; that by 


' to the Reader. 


” know, Perjury her Prop , 
* cannot 


much pleaſure 
Rome : But if they will needs 
return into our Charch the 
Romiſh Rubbiſh of Hu- 
mane Inventions, lately carrs- 


ed out , I think they may fill 
* thelr 


Wheel-barrows with 
enough, pretending tobe eſta 


* bliſhed by Law, and need 


101 take wp' the Novellous V a+ 
nities of Altars and Altar- 


* Worſhip, condemmed by the 
| Dodtrine of our Church, and 

* excluded by the Laws of onr 
" * Kingdom, 


But (Courteous Reader) 
I have ſmall hope of being 
heard by them: May I entreas 
thee to read and regard this 


ſee- 
ing 


The Epiſtle 
ing the groundleſs. ridiculous 


Vanity of this Supterſtitiqus, 


Idolatrows. ( worſe . thay. Bo+ 
piſh ) Novelty, thou maiſt 
be canfirmed in the funplict- 
ty of thy Religion; and 
kept from. running inta, or 
contending for ' the. Exceſle 
thereof, 7» 4 pompous Super- 
fitian:, not more attended 
with, than, tending wnto 4 
pro hane.,Conuerſation,where- 
in be aſſured of the Prayers of 


Feib.8,1660, 


Thine in the plain- 


neſs of Gods Wor- | 


ſhip, 
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The SIN of 
ALTAR-WORSHIP } 


Or, Bowing to the Counu- 
Nlon-TazLz Conſidered. 


_ 
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PROPOS. 


Solemn and Religious bowing to, to- 
wards or before the Communi- 
on-Table, is fooliſh and unlaw* 
full, 


$Owing orReligious 
gbending | towards 
the Communion-T 4- 
*ble, (umply conſider- 
ed, 15 not to be 
condemned , no place or inſtru- 


| ment,being excluded from uſe,& 


accels 


4} 
acceſs unto, as conveniency ſhall 
dice& ; Bowing the body, or bend- 
ing the knee is an aCtion natural , 
and may be direted, as to the 
performance of it,by ſome ſpecial 
duty requiring that geſture , ſuch 
as 1s Prayer, which conveniency 
may diſpoſe to be performed, in, 


of rowards the place, where the 


CommuniorT able 1s (cituate, ra- * 
ther than any other place in the | 
Church ; atthe ſolemnization of 
Marriage , or celebration of the 
Lords Supper, the Miniſter, and 


faan to be married kneel at, or 


efore the Table for conveniency 
ſake : or the people in the body 
of the Church, in time of pub- 
lick Prayer, .by che order of the 
Sears, may be directed towards | 
the Chancel, and ſo without 0- 
cher change of geſture, they kneel 
towards the Table , Which 1s an 
ation natural , by accident di- 
refed te, Or towards that place, 
| having 


[3] 


having no ground or reaſon for 
che ſame, bur the convemiency of 
the place,ro the ſervice to be per- 
formed,and fo hath neither prin- 
cipleor form of ſolemn, ſuperſti- 
tious worſhip of the place, or 1n- 
irument, ro which {ach genu- 
fle&ion is dire&ed. Thereforegl : 
denominate, that Altar-worſhip 
cOnom_y which we enquire, 4 
ſolemn ana religious bewing to, or 
towards the Communion T able ; tO 
denote, the Table to be the de- 
ſigned objec ; and ſo,the ground, 
cauſe or _— of that > 
ton, genufleCtion , or 
bending, which is purely ys AF 
eleftzve, done by choice,as ſacred, 
holy, and ſolemn 1n ics principle, 
ground, aim, and intention , 
therefore performed, on fight of 
that place and inſtrument, and as 
frequently as there is any ap- 
proach to, receſſion from, or paſ- 
ing by the Table, when no a&i- 


ON, 


[4] 


on, duty, or buſineſs is in hand, Þ 
or doth dire& the ſame. And fo * 
the bowing to, or towards the T able, | 
is a diftin&t A& of worſhip, done #3 
ſolemnly-and with a compoſed ? 
. ind,-as a piece of Religion, to | 
Shelferd which the Fable, and ! 
5 Treat. that only (to uſe the | 
P43. 17>... diale& of: the afſertors | 
19,1929 of bowing'to the Altar, | 
as an holy duty) is aotroumscul- | 
tw,theprovoking Dictator of this * 
 aMton, asaduty not tobe done, | 
in any other part of the Church, 
Nor to, 'Ortowards any other inſtru- | 
ment of divine Service, ſuch as is 
the Desk, Pulpit, or Fonr , nor 
t0'0r towards, the Chancel, if the | 
Altar, 'or Table were removed, 
and nor there; and this bowing 

as a piece of 'Religion, ang point | 
of devation, is'thar, which I af- 
_ to be fooliſh, and -unlaw- 


SECT, 
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SECT, II, 


__— 


0, towards or before the T a- 
"ble, Iaddin rhe poſition, be- 
cauſe, they who agree in the 
praCtiſe of, and pleading for the 
= do diſagree in the expreſhon 
GH. - -; | 
Some (whoſe conſciences are 
morelivelily couched wirta ſenſe 
of Idolatry, and would 'gladly 
ſhift off the guitrthereof ) Fro - 
ing this ation, do pretend to to 
It, not to, butto- | 


wards the Table, - Monen. Inft, of 


the Sacram,'2,. 
not to the Table of Ed = vp ;/<Ip 
the Lord,but to the " IP ” om 


Lerd of the Table, 463: 


admitting the Ta- *1 

ble as'a mediom, and bowing 
to It as. Pars Cultts, as a'patt 
of Worſhip , . but [yet lodk: be- 
yond it and dire& their worſhip 
to God or Chriſt, as the ult- 
| mate 


[6] 


mate objeRt of che ſame, wherein © 


they do not, nor can deny, the 
Table te be an objeft, ( though 


not the ultimate ) of Adoration , | 
and that they worſhip the Table, * 
though they ay nor at the Table, 
bur have reſpe& unto the God of © 


the Table ; and ſo the Table is to 


chem as the Image, Pix, or Cruci- | 

fix, is to the Papiſts, who dopro- |} | 

feſs they worſhip God in, and b 
denied, | 


them ; 1t being not to be 


chat the Table is the next, and © ; 
immediate object of the worſhip, * 
as having more holineſs , and |} 
more of Gods preſence than any | 


. other place, or inſtrument of Di- 


vine Service ; and yet we well | 


know, that the Papiſts are con- 
demned, as guilty of dire& Ido. 
larry, and breakers of the ſecond 
Commandment, in worfhipping 
God, by, before, or towards an 1- 
mage, or Crucifix, and how bow- 
ing towards the Table, will be ac- 


quired | 


F 


G 
"x 


| 
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quired from the ſame guile,when 

found to be an ation of the ſame 

Nature, I ſee nor. | 
However ſome{more nice than 


| wiſe, being willing tochear their 
» Conſciences, and coxen their 
friends).do labor to ſhroud them- 


ſelves -under this difference in 
reflion,we ſhall eafily find ic is 


a Cloak roo ſhort to cover their 
# knavery ; for, in ſcripture accep- 
2 tation, to worſhip towards or before, 
# 1s, nor imports no other than to 
* worſhip ro its Objet: (o to 
© kneel, to bow, to worſhip before 


God, is nothing elſe, but bowing, 
kneeling,praying ro, worſhipping 


s God, as in Denut,26,11., I Sam. 


I2,15,16, 17, 2 Chron. 20, 18, 
Pſalm 22. 37. 72.9. 3649. 95. 
6, 96.9, I5, 98. 6,9. I1(a. 66, 
23, Dan. 6.10, 11. Mcah6.6, 
Rev.3. 9. Caps 4+ v. IO. Cap. 5. 
v.83. and many other places ; ſo 


4 boyying , kneeling, and falling 


down 


nent. * Cette 


. 
> 
a. 
— .— 
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[8] 
down before men , is all one with | 
falling down to mer, Gen.49.S. | 
Exod.11,8.1 Sam 25.232 Sam. | 
I4. 33. 24. 20, I Kings '1,Þ 
16.23. 2 Kings 2.15, Soalſo® 
bowing, kneeling, or worſhiping * 
before, or towards Images or Altars # 
is che ſame in Scripture language 
and account, wieBbowing kneel-} 
ing , or worſhipping to them} 
2 Chron. 25,14. Iſa. 44.15, 17, 
19. Das. 3.5,;6. And it is worth 
obſervation, that the good An- 
gel would not fuffer St. John ro3 
worſhip, or fall down at hz feet ,* 
or before him, Rev. 19,10. 22:3,% 
Whilſt rhe Devil demanded no! 
more of our Lord &'Saviour,then| 
fall down and worſhip before me,Lu.! 
4. 7. Which he well knew would} 
have been ſufficient to have ſub 
verted mans redemprion & ſalva 
cio. And all our Proteſtant Wri 
rers , and our own homiles again 
1delatry, and Popiſh adoration off 
Image 


* urge al kind of reg- 


* worſhip 


[9] 


s,Crucifixes, or the Eucha- 
ry ip make bowing to,0r towar 
them, the ſame Aft in the nature 
of ir, and to ONS e {ame guilr 
on he Ag ent; ſo that ſuch $7 
deavor to oil rthemiſelv No 
Ns gull of Superſticion and Igo- 
by this diftinQtion \and exe- 
ot; do bur ſpin a Spiders 
heb and can no more eyade, thay 
do the Pax pilts, whillt they make 
fn their own defence , no orher 
plea, than the encangling diltin- 
ction of bowing topards the 
Imaze and Cruct- 


fix, 1 not.toit: yer Shelfords Ser- 


Heap Gods 
ſons,which may. Ee: yy , 2 wk 
rect the Table, .to , widdows Law. 
be che Objet of leſs, kneelefle 
, 38, that iz #3 


[10] 


$0910) 4 rue inſtrument, ##t0 which 
the aſſiſtance *f Grace is never want- 
3ng , either to beget in our minds 


ſuch thewghts of the death of Chrit, 


or to abſtratt our perſons ſuch 
" « Worſhip of him, if we be not want- | 


x 
0 
, 
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4 to Or ſelves 3 and that it ts con- «q 


ſecrated to that end, and ſuch like : | 
Bur we muſt remember, that this 
rable-worſhip doth no more tend | 
than it was intended, to reconcile | 
(Thadalmoſt aid , recurn ) us ro 7. 


Rome. 


are leſs ſenſible or more daringly 4 
reſolved for downright 1delatry , | 
wave all kind of modeſty,and pre- ®' 


ſumein private exhortation, pub- 


lick Sermons preached and print= | 
ed, and that cum privilegio, and 2 
open Profeſſions ro perſ _ 


Others there are in this deſign |} 
(whoſe Conſciences are ſeared 3 
with an bot Iron, and being re- ! 
ſolved to bring Rowe to us, whilft 2 
they could not bring us to Rowe) | 


| 


[12] 
bow to the Altar ( as theya 

to call the Communion-Table ) 
as they do themſelves, and that 
as an Eminent point of DENT, 


: and ſpecial piece of Worſhip 


© we do wee 
; wings. Blefſed Board or 


Thus did Giles Widdows in 


Lavwhkeſs , Kneeleſs , Schi bY 
pu Mr. AE Sled in 


| his 5 Treaties, P.17,18,19,20. 


and The coal from the Altar : Burt. 
eſpecially Dr. Fobn Pocklingeen 
in his Viſtarion-Sernon, Entitu- 


} led, Sunday no Sabbath : wherein 


h [ height, .avd 
jF you 9 this ge 9 S, 


AL 
all flat corſa 000 


tar, but 


| aever we approgch the fight t 


Rar og arte pmre frat 7 
t.indeed 1n that age,well 


| * ? . For Archbiſhop . Land 


: Dr. Bray, had paſſed'his 
$ without control or correRion,na nay 


| would not condemn hin. for i of 


whoſe grand Index expmrgateri 


B3. 


_ [a2) 
vich his 19s nw, who ade: 
abliſhed' "ro the Table | 
m the Univer. of . by Statuth | 
& Oath, & enforced'ir by Viſita- 7 
con-Atticles, High-Commiſſion Þ 
Cenſares, as ddalfo Biſh. xt, | 
= "others, i At laft Eomrietid. ; 

ir int thei Conffitiridhs a and 
ok Peetcuſtieat 467 | 
iti theſe grofs, lai 3h hx ; 
refiti#; tick b1 he 2 ynvqeree? : 
_—_ Puritans | 


NED d 


_—_ cherhſl wwe 

_ 25 the wy Ale 
a. the wotld,-th&y* tratifib= 
Raiirfatin to Is ety, rhe” | 
Bread in the Bbx, 'atd keeping it | 
placed on the Table or Aleat Tet 
chey ſhould give Divine Worlhip' 
1 Tophebs Frame, which they | 
cdticlit e t6 be-wicktd 'and*un-" þ 
kjvtuſt 'Atid 'mad -Gyb4ow7 of 
' _ Caomeriw'y 


[13] 
Canterbury would play with them: 
25 With cherhen Dean of Carnter- 


Fr ho y at rr uf5-a tray , if 11 were 
poſt 


ble co laugh: them out of this 


* their folly and ridicalous a& cf 


Religion : and he- and others a-. 


; greeingin this aCtion,though diſ- 


agreeing in the expreſſion, muſt 
give me leave to condemn them 
inic, as ating and advancing an 
ation Fooliſh and unlewfwul, as \t 
will appear tobe, to: all rhat ſhall 
ſeriouſly obferve and conhder the 


Of Solemn and Re- 


Note), ligious bowing to, 
In: J rowards , or before 
ary? \the Communicn- 


Malgrucy, Table. 


Religious, Solemn Bowing to, 
towards or before the Communt- 
on-Table was never digitated by 
any Primitive or Catbolick pra-' 
Aiſe or Preſcript of the Church ; 

© B 4 therefore- 


_ 

therefore it is a Noveley, 

Religious ſolemn bowing to, 
cowards or before the Communi- * 
on Table is no way Ciftared by | 
che nature or quality of the Ob- * 
je ; andtherefore it is a Yamty. þ 

Retigious, ſolemn bowing ro, # 
rowards or before the Communi- 
on Table,is no where-direed by } 


Gods Word ; and therefore itts * 


an Imquuy. | 

Religious, ſolemn Bowing to, | 
rowards or before the Communis- - © 
on Table, 1s an aCtion in theuſe | 
ef it, dangerous, finful and ſcan- } 
dalous ; and therefore chargeable | 
with Mahgmy. 

Theſerhings conſidered, and | 
cleared, will fully conclude, that *' 
ſolemn religious bowing to, to= | 
wards or before the Communion 
Table, 1s Fooliſh and Unlawful : 
Let us therefore conſider them in 
their Order. 


And Firlt, of che Firſt : . The - | 


Nevelty thereof, SECT. 


[z5] 


SECT. 111. 


HE Firſt Demonſtration of 
the Folly and Unlawfulneſs 


! of ſolemn and religious Bowing 


to, . towards or before the Com- 
munton Table, is, the Novelty 


That Npvelties in Religion, and 
—_— Divine Were = 
Fook(h and. Unlawful, lpreſume 
ah om eek z it be- 
ing granted by all men, 
Heathen or Chriſtian, Civil or 
Religious. 

Noveky 1s 2 diſpoſition, net 
more vain and childiſh in irs'ſub- 
jecs, than. dangerous in its ef- 
fects and Rey, ſubjeRing 
the moſt ſtable principles, and ſe— 
rious praQtiſes. to unſife and un- 
reaſonable mutations ;- thereby 
proving the Mother of Sedjtiovim 

B 5 che 


[16] - 


cheCommonwealth, and Saper- - 


#ition in the.Churgh,. innovating 
vanities, goodfot nothinig bur to 


ingender-{irife and contention,,.. | 


verifying the , Greek Proverb, 
Tloha' 29412, od ive, Novelties 


1 onaties and 4re therefore itt- | 


? 


art 1 d are thezetore 11- | 
hibiced by alf Policicians of prus * } 


dent Leviflators, 'tibt * ohly by # 
rcheir Councels and .Comrtrands, / 


bit the Peoples Sacted and'So- 
lsmn 'Oath, ' . Lycur gue ſubjects 


hint o- perpetual exile, Mat ' 

he rhay ſuperſede! the chanves bf. # 
his Lacedemionidns ; and Plato his. jp 
Rule catindt but be by all receiv'd 
( eſpecially in things of religious 


concetnment)Ne guid 1 reb, 
Religronems attinentibius mnnouvernr ; 
| Thar: Novelties in Religion be 
rot admitted * Serious and fin- 
cefe is the obſervation of Dr. 


Hall, in his Contemplations, on 


Ahaz, his new made, Altar, Pag. 
5286. tis dangerous preſwmption 


9. 


1 ad 


: 
L 


_ 
to make innovations ,' though but in 
the Circumſtances of Gods 5 rſhip : = 
God dorh no little aggravate 1ſra- 
els 1dolatry and Superſtition by 
its Novelty : Hath a Nation for- 
ſaken their gods, which are no gods? 
but my people have changed their 
glory, Jer. 2.11. And they ſactif;- 
ced unto devils, not ro God ; to gods 
whons they knew not, to new gods, 
that came newly up, Deut. 32. 17. 
And obviateth cheir folly,and an- 
ricipateth their vanicy by a plea 
of antiquity, Remember the dates of 
old, conſider the years of many gene- 
rations ; ak thy Father and he mill 
ſhew thee ; thy Elders, and they will 
rell thee, Deur. 32.7. Have ye not- 
known, have ye not heard,bath it not 
been told you from the beginning ?: 
Ifa.40. from v. 21.to the end of 
c.41, I cannot but own antiquity 
as a g02d witneſs in matter of 
fi, though ic wantthe authgrir 
of a. DiRaror - in *pbim- "or 


duty. 


[18] 
duty. 1 ſubſcribe readily to Sir 
Francis Bacons Aphoriſm,that a= 
tiguity without verity, is « Cypher 
without a Frgoure. \ Ct none can 
deny Novelties in Divine Worſhip 
to be real vanities: The ſenſe 
whereof hath 1n all ages acted the 
Devil and his Inſtruments to raiſe 
up ſcorn, contempr, and enmiry 
againſt Gods pure Worſhip and 
erue Relivion, with the falſe 
Charge and loud clamour of No- 
velty; thus the Heathen of old 
judged the firſt planting of Chri- 
ſian Religion the ſecring forth of 
new gods : andthe Papiſts of late 
reproach and retard Reformation 
with their clamorous demand , 
Where was your Religion before Lu 
ther ? pretending antiquity for 
their greareſt Impiety and Idola- - 

; wn IIyY: AS Paulus Sa- 
age BR. poſatens ( thar hor- 
©. * rid Heretick ) caſt 
whe Scrope#rceP ſalmes out of the 
Church, 


[19] 
Church, as new-found figments of 
Late Writers ; by reaſon where- 
of Religious antiquity hath need- 
ed to be aſſerred(wirh an hec »ov;- 
145 now eff novella vanutas, res 
enim eſt antique religioms perfeite 
fundata in pittate Chriits, ants 
hareditas eccleſie ) as che ancient 
appointmenc of God, and inhe- 
ritance of the Church : The 
ſame Method hath been, and yer 
ts moſt exactly obſerved by Eng- 
lan ds poptthly atfeed Prelates, 
and their obſequious Chaplains in 
cheir Ceſſavdriax accomodation, 
for bringing Rome to England , 
whulſt England will not go to 
Rome; wherein they decline rhe 
Scripture ( the only reaſon ef Re- 
ligion and Rule of Divine Wor- 
ſhip)8& prerend Amtrquity, Catho- 
lick, Primitive and Eccleſiaſtical 
prattiſe and preſcription in.their 1n- 
novation of humane Inventions, 
untathe obirudtion of a due, ne- 
celfary 


| [20] 
ceſſary, inchoated, and ſolemn! 
covenanted Reformation; though 
herein they are ordinarily miſta- 


ken and confounded;it hapning to: 


them , as unto Tertullans Here- 


ticks, viderint novam eſſe quod ſrby 
eſt wverus, repreſenting Novelty to be 
Antiquity , and Antiquity to be: 


Novelty ; concluding tome tra&t 
of rime to be a ſuſficient plea 
for the Innovation of thoſe 
chings-in divine Worſhip, which 
mult needs.interfere with the In- 
ſticutions prefcribed and practi- 
ſed\from the beginning, and ſo 
expoſe themſelves ro the ſhame 
and guilt of folly and unlayful 
acting , whenever the novelty 
thereof ſhall. be dereRed ; the 
which befals them, as in other ſu- 
perſiitious rites, ſo in this of 4l- 
tar-worſhip, or bowing to,towards or 
before the C:mmunion T able, con> 
cerning Which , we ſhall firſt en = 
quie, not fo much what was rhe 
CO:N». 


l 
* 


[27] 
command and infticurion from 
the bevinning, which fals in irs 
= to be conſidered ; as whar 

ath been the ancienc cuſtom or 
conſtitution of the Primitive and 
Catholick' Church, which we in- 
rehd as an arguinent ad homment, 
calculxed' for the clamorous pre- 
rendety ro'2htiquity for all their 
innovations and Superſtirions in 
divine Worſhip, and therein we 
affirm ; 

| Solemn , religious bowing to, 
thwards or before the Commumon- 
Table was never digitated by the 
Primutroe Catholich praftiſe of the 
Charch ; whetein we muſt confeſs 
it is mote proper for us todeny, 
than'tsaſhrin,” and pur out afſer- 
rots and niteſtvrs for this piece 
of devotion, __— 2 the 
primurroe and catho(ick uſe 
rn may" acc que ten for 
the charge of Wy again 
them, EhSdg%o EEE 


_ 


— ——— TOO ISIS I Ao Ge OT oo ee - 


_—_— TT 


[32] 
evidence,that no authority of an- 

we as doth digitate ic; for that 

chough this practiſe doth pretend. 
to be ſer by this Dial, yet the 

Dial is obſcure, & no ways made 

obvious by the innovators of chis 

Devotion - and that rule muſt be 

Qur reaſon, on eſſe, & non e- 

re, idems eft,, 1t Y all tg yg 

be, and not to beſeen. 

I mult indeed confeſs, that the | 
Pulpic aud the Prefles have ſpo- 
ken ic ( from more mouthes and 
Pens than one )) That bowing to 
the table is a» ancient & commen- 
dabte praQtiſe and piece of reye« 
rence, yea we are ſo told, and as 
ſuch, have it commended to our 
practiſe, as fir to be revered , 
(which implies jc ro have been 
in uſe, though then almoſt buried 
and forgotten ) by the. grave , 
learned and judicious Suffrages of 
we Convocation of ' both Pro- 
vances, held by. the ro Arch-Bi- 
ſhops 


| 

) | 
S- 

r 

> 
n 
d 
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ſhops of York & (anterbury, cum 

wielegi HMajeftatis ; 1n their 
Canons and Conlticutions Eccle- 
fiaſtical, Anno Dow. 1640, Where- 
in they thus expreſs themſelves ; 
We thin it meet and behooful, and 
heartily commend __—_ all good and 
well afefted pd ably s of this 
Church hat they be ready to tender 


it wnto the Lord, 'b doing: rEVErence 
 andobeiſance at their coming in and 
| 3 ors out of t _ Chonches and 


to the moſt an- 


happels, accordi 


=> cuftom the pane 


the erin dhe - all good 
h without any imention to exhi- 

bit any rel 10s worſhip to the Com- 
—_—_— able. 1 am norwilkng 

to) fo brdck modeſty ſo far, as to 


| charge theſe Reverend Fathers 


with 


Sint = Wer EL EPI ESL inn mon to en Ce GL IE ER 
= _——_ _ = = 


[24] 
with a Li and falls 


Clows infinuatt- 
on, though rhe laxiry'of cheit au- 
thotity,. commending what their 
Reaſons might warrant,and pow- 
er might authorize, affords a 
ground on \yhich to ſuſpeR 1t-7 


I ſhall. cherefore confeſs , that If, 
Obejſance &. Roverence Exprefied. 
by bowing to, towards. or before the 
Communion T able, were the moſt | 
avcient cuſtom im the Primnvve | 
Church, inthe pureſt times, it were. 
well worth #he ſerious conſideration 
of good people in otder- tothe revi- 
vung thereof 2, | But for this anci- 
wh we have no- evidence but 
ir bare ſay-ſo, and alchough 
We are ready to own ſuchaſſem- 
blies as ObjeRs of Reverence ,. 
yer we ate not reſolved into ſuch: | 
an implicc Faich,as coapprehend 
their ſay-ſo 2 ſufficient ground of 
credence, unril we are convinced- 
of their ,infallibilirtes, eſpecially 
ina tnatter of fa&,. which then-- 
| ſelves 


c 

a 

£ 

d 
e 
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'8 
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[25] | 
ſ:lves can only Lo | byrepote 
4tid teſtithonies ghey in 
as namitis any Father, Cone or 
Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtorian ,. Whom 
we might examine as a witnels , 
finto this moſt ancient cuſto $1 
the Primitive C 'hurch i in thi 
times ; Nor do io miuch 4s read 
dhto us the exartifriarion and de- 
poſition of ay Witheſs taken 1m 


fl prvc by thetnſelves t We are 


ute this 1s not the” 
ullial method of the —_—_ 
Chiircti of Englend, agar 
or . of Lo rags who in or Ho- 
milies of the peril of 1, 5 
(penderh the (ond fac of the 
omily, in producing teſtimony 
ro the , matter of FaR, and an- 
cietit chftom, and practiſe of che 
ring t6 which ſhe perſwades 7 
buſt rhiErefore they expect our 
conſent t6 an ancient cuſtoms, and 
tie beth believe > 1as the Church be- 
bieves, they Fee our as 
LAar 


[26] 


that they palliate an apparent »-. | 
%oyation,With the falſe pretence of | 


@ncient and laudable cuſtom of the 
Primitzve Ch. in the pureſt times. 


F 


We muſt confeſs, we cannot Þ 
ſay we never found bewing to |} 
the Table commanded and pta- | 


Qtiſed in our Church'; for then 
we muſt needs be ignorant of the 
Injunctions of Car- 


Fox Afts dud dinal - Pool's Vikio | 


Mon. p.178v1. : F 
bd cors,, in the Viſita» 


tion of the- Univerfity of Can 
bridge , in the time of Queen 
Mary,who amongſt other rhings, 
did order the Schollars how ro bow 
ts the Altars: Ard muſt needs 
be ignorant of 


De Presibus ſolen. 


&- 0blationibus in 'T 
d e Comitioru made byArchbi- 
SA.1.p., y ſhop Laud, the 

chen Chancellor 
of the Univerficy of Oxford,print- 
ed 1638, and direQing Ki the 


Schellars in their Order ad wes. 


ſam 


the new S:atutes 


—- - -. (PF 

ſam Enchariſtie ſacram cum debi- 

ta reverentia oblationes faciant (w*Þ 

| by words and praRtiſes they inter- 

4 preted to be alowly bowing to, __ 

| rowatdsor deſprn the Table ) for 

» | omiſſion wheteof they were pu- 

# niſhable ar the pleaſure of the | 

\ | Vice-Chancellor, and ropay five 

» | ſhillings: And muſt needs beun- 

_ | acquainted with che Viſuation- 

Articles of Biſhop #ren, Biſhop 

| Pierce, Biſhop Lindſey, Biſhop 
Skimmer, Biſhop Montague, and 
others, who among other things, 

.- | cauſed (init enquiry about every 

- mans reverent behaviour at ws, 

is | into the Church by bowing towar, 

of | the Altar. But yet Imuſtbe bold 

> | toſay,our Church is not che mioſt 

Catholick or Primitive , nor yet 

the pareft (Þurch: that bowing to 

the table was never preſoribed 

cr. || thepublick authority of this Churc 

\e | che Convocation.in 1640, did 

only commend it as laudable, not 
COm- 


[28] 
command i it as neceſſary; but lefc | 
it at liberty as indifferent ; it was 
never unrverſ; Jah pralifed by our 
Church, being $4 m—e-TAy in 
'Univerlity C ppels an ndadvan- 7 
cedin barial ES 2: AC- 
cording to the ifeRtions of ſin- 
gle Prelates , who enforcpd jt it 
with their perſonal authorit 
And yet # paſſed y/ wo rt 17 - 
tion and cenſure of Innovation and 
Noweky, by ſome of the Bios 
as Dr. 'rizht of Coventry and 
Lirehfield, and Dr. Wiftians Bi- 
py of Lincolge, wimneſs his 
, ; Table, Nays Fi "Thing : 
An altly, this w 
; Anda, thi wa chis TE 
1y,..and nor able to account 60, 
nay ſcarce 30 years towards a cu- 
ſam, in which timer hath beep 
re than once wreſted, a5 An Jo- 
novation\, 0 and as far fi roln,ap 
ing the. ancient practiſe pear 
Pramive Church | in the Pureſt 
times: 


before t 


[29] 


rimes : Nor do we obſerve the 


. 


praiſe of it in the rimes of Qu, 
Elizabeth , either firſt or laſt, 


with any approbation or allow- 
-anceof the Church ; though now 


again with much earneſtneſs ir be 
endeavoured to be revived : A- 
eainſt which, 1 think I may be 
bold to ſay,' that we have many 


juſt and conficerable teaſons to 


believe they cannot produce.one 


honeſt witneſs or authentickreſh- 


mony, ' to prove that rhe Pritni- 
tive Church in 1ts pureſt rimes, 
did ever pratliſe or preſcribe ſolemn 
and religious bowing to,” tawards or 
ke Communion Table, the 
which'we ſhall 'not- fear to pro- 
duce unto them , that they may 
reprove our cenſure of thelr Ne- 
velty , by . better. informing our 
judgments ; and they aze rhele. z. 
I. The zealvs aſertors, of, aud 
conteſtors for this reverence , dont 
Produce ſuch teſtimony, bowever 
men 


[39] 
men boaſt and brag chey have 
good evidence and ſubtancial 
witnels, they mult be caſt in'their 
aQions,and condemned as guilty, 
if they do nor: produce them : 
they muſt be caken for firſt Inven- 
tors and contrivers of miſchief, 
who are active in ir, and cannor 
produce their author. 

2. The Fathers and Eccleſiaſti- 
ral Hiſtorians (by whom all Rices 
and Ceremonies uſed in the Pri- 
Mitive Church,are moſt accurate- 
ly ſer down ) do make no men- 


tion of ſolemnor W* 


Centic. Magdub. religions bowing to 


2,3,4>5,6 7,8,9- | 
. — towards. or before 


moniis &- ritibus #he Communion- 
Eccleſ. table, which of all 

other,had it been 
athing of that moment , /o avc;- 
ent and laudable a cuſtom, and re- 
werent acknowledgment of the Di- 
wine Majeſty, as it is recommend- 
ed to be, would not have been 
paſſed 


[31] 
paſſed over in filence by then : 
Nor isthere in all the writings 
of the Fathers which I have read 
' B( or menof. more reading than 
 Sriiy ime or affairs will afford me 
to attain) any paſſage which may 
ſo much as feem to palliare this 
ovely, with the leaſt ſhew of 
\nfquiry ,' Uinlefſe ic be char 
ſhica Nazianzen on oo 
entionerhof his" g 1,7nore Pa. 
other quod Ve- tris, p, 473. 

mans terge verthyer, that ſhe ne- 
efrurned her back on the vene- 
lle board-,* which cannor any 
ay be-underſiood of bowing ro. 
he table, bur of never withdrawing 
om the Lords Supper when it was 
dmmiftred, and ſo ſhe turned 
ot her back by negleSing to 


TS” 


© GT = 9.9% oy Ws 


= any . 
- Fommunicate, the Table being. 
1 (Pur for the Sacrament , aS it isin* 


any of the Fathers : bur ſhould 
7eadmirt what ſenſe can be deſi- 
GG red 


[oe] 


I... 


redof it, yet it is but ove ſingle 
example, and one Swallow a 
no SUnIer 5 this, one example 
w2$.n0t till after rhe 370-af- 
ter Chriſt, and. can {carce come 
within the computation of pureſt 
cimes, or Primitive Church; 
Nor. yet & it ſn for trans Ar tothy 
Table, 

for rurning he ne it, 7 
read indeed rhac Hladiſlaws Kiny 
of Poland after his converhic 

from! Paganiſm co. Chriſtianizie 
Inter equitandu1m,guoties-cun 

res eckBernes infppeioglti ello | 
leo, c caput inclinatin, Down ems qtty, Pp 
letetur, in Eccleſia vemeratus:Whe 
he rode abroad , he pulled of hi 
Har, and bowed his headas of 
he ſaw che rowets of the Ghure| 
worſhipping God, who is adore 
in the Church : Bur this ex: 
will very little avail , becauſei 
was far from the primitive 1G 
prretimes of the Church,and dv 
gitates 


a am. Atl. ov cus ans SO _ a> a aw @  ©@ am © DX l..; 


m— i. 


. SS c_ «c. 


[33] 
o1Cares an adoration to the Stee- 
pleof, nor Alrars in the Church, 
and thatis no Way contended, 
nor commanded to us by 01 No- 
vellers. 

3. Becauſe the Fathers i m re 
Primitive and- Puretintes of the _ 
Church, for more that 400. years . 
afrer = 23s Fw all bowing 
to, 10a ore 1 5, or 
external $ one prof | 


God, an God 3 
by, through Lorrie K ny 6 
=! op reachi —— 
3 «thing p? 
pray hoy ty 
— alf, ' without 
bathe $51 

_—_ ho + 
Hemilie of the peril 2 6 200 4- 
ofiidolkrry, and by PU p,. 21. 
PK _ x Proc#any urine and 
= cher, 1 bis Anſwer to the 
uy pee Cbulli-4ge.of rp ocedigee 
t prtyrny I ales How' therefore 

C3 the 


| [34], 


chey ſhould indulge or alfow a 
worſhipping or adoring God, in, 
by, to, towards or before a Ta- 
ble or Joyners frame, imagined 
ro be the Symbol or Repreſenta- | 
tion of his Majelly, and ſo of the 
very ſame nature with an Idola- 
trous Image , I cannot con- | 
CelVe. 

' 4. Becauſe the Chriſtians in 
the primutive _ , an many 

os undred years 
hier mr? ut afterChrilt did 
jemicubs ado- prohibice the 


ww, tft = mw co AAA 


vel de } 
rare, Tert, de corona bowing the knee, 
miltis, juAin. Mar, ;x kneeling 08 = 


xeſt, 1x5, aun 
Oe de confter pl Lords day;,& 


:n&.3.' Zerom de frm Eaſter to 
oy 5 tute Whitſont. they 
th z» ©. 29. forbad kneel; 

on any day, a 
that in the very. a& of adoration 
or prayer, much morein the time 


of receivins the Lords __ : 
7 mp oc ic _ 
cur 


Py as, <4 #9 &A _  MKMiww ow 


ms wif Ksh9. a wad xn Ow 
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cuſtom and ordinary practice, in 
coming 1n-, or going out, or paf- 
fing-by che Communion-Table : 
ro doreverence toit, or bow to 
wards it, who would not admir 


any genuflexion inany the moſt 


ſerious, ſubmiſle a&s of worſhip; 
I-cannot believe. | 
5. Laſtly, that nokind of au- 
thors, not ſomuch as the very Pa- 
iſts, do make mention of bow- 
ing to Tables, otherwife than as 
they were Alters ; whence it un- 
doubtedly comes to paſs thar the 
great ſiicklers for this T able reve- 
rence, do affe& to call the Table 
an Altar, and contend to have ir 
ſo called, and placed at the Eaſt- 
end of the Church z under the 


_ wall asan Altar, and according. 


ly furniſh it with Veſſels, Can- 
Jeſticks, Tapers and holy Uten- 


| fi —_— to an Alrat'; as 


fangying that they may muſter n 
many teflunomesfor Abewird 
C3 ſhip 


[36] 
p (ſnch as they are ) butnat 
| Pr for T able-adoration,, Which 
. the Papilts (6 
Fox aits. Monu- much abhor , as 
ments Ed, ut, that they con* 
Scornfully call our communion» 
Tables,Oyfter-beards & Prophane 
T ables , and yet this Altar-wor- 
(op which our Novellers do af- 
fe& to xender ſynonymous with 
T able-edar ion is fo far from 
being the anciens & lawdabte cus 
fiom of the che prin Chureh _ 
4... Ppwreſtiunes, that rhe 
_ 35 Artic s of ourCharch, 
(co the verity of whichtheTable- 
Adorers have ſubſcribed)do teach 
us to-believe, that for more than 
250 years after Chrih,the primi- 
tve Chriſtians bad no Altars be- 
fore which to worſhip. 
Thethird part of theHomilies 


4inſtthe pers! of idolatry ( con 
Ft hrs - Faw , 55 by 
c 
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(37 ] 
the Articles of our Church )doth 
declare, af C brifti- | | 


699 inthe primitive” Rethiy 2, 
Charch,(as Oripen Tap. \ 


. 4, 
againſt Celſus , " Oiprijn alſo and 
Arnobius do reffifi ) | wereſore 


pro. w. nd complained of, for this 
"Like 


uo Altars and lmaves." 
And King Edward: t 
propobng the primitive. 'Chureh, 
prrelt rimes for his example 
3n Reformation, deck by his Let- 
rer-16- Dodtor 'Kidly Biſhbp'6f 
Eoodoxg direQt him ts pull mh 
Hltars, and fer alles and 
enforcechhis direion Fox dt 
with reaſons, the fifth and Mov. 
whereof 18, [t is not read Pag. 121%, 
that any of the Apoſtleror : 
Primncve Churches did ever aft 
any Altar inthe Mimitratign of 
the Holy Communion ; the ſame 1s 
afirm'd by Fewel againſt Harding, 
Reynolds againlt Hart, Fulks and 
6 onvight againſt. the 'Rhowrifs; 
C4 and 


[38 ] 
and all our ,Proteſtent writers 
gunſtche Papiſts ,. which they 
could never.yet anſiver or avoid; 
and The. Bacer, in his Reliques of 
Rome, doth declare his opinion 
\ Fol. $2 hatAltars were not uſed 
Of the or... 1 the Church before tha 
. nament of near of owr Lord . 590, 
Cburches. whey the Popiſh\, Previſh, 
Private Maſſe began firſt to cyeey 
i» zand certainly if there were no 
Altars in the Primitive Church 
and .purerimes thereof '( as pood 
authority. afſurerh; us there. was 
Dot ) then there was not ;, nor 
could be any bowing to,towards, 
or before Altars. And when Al- 
rars ' were brought into. the 
Church; there is no probability 
that -they were adored: and wor- 
ſhipped as are our Communion- 
Tables, for that they were conti- 
nued in the middle of theChurch, 
not encloſed,or placed at:the Eaſt 
end of the Chutch, and rod 
# | a e 


| [39] | 
above other parrs thereof;for ma- 
ny years after. Biſhop Jewel in his 
anſwer to Hardings ,doth 
obſerve from many good Au- 
thors, that, zt # apparent that the 
(ommunon-T ab'e, in the Apoſtles 
rimes , and Primitive - —_— 4 
more then 1300 years after Chriſh, 
: ſtood 1# the middle of the (hurch : 
| Andfiliaw Thomas teitifies in 
4 his Hiſtory of 7raty, that in the 
, year I547. The Alter in the Ca* 
; thedral Church of Rome , ſtood is 
8 
J 
, 


=” aol us wt + 


the tine of Maſſe , when the P 
recerved the Sacrament in the mi, 
of the Biuire; whereof he re- 
ports himſelf robe an Eye-wit= 
neſſe ; and probably the Altar 
was advanced to its hiphand ho» 
ly incloſure befofe it was ador 
moreover alrhough we read of 
many expreſſions of affeKion' to 
the Altar, aS'of going wpto the 
Altar, Praying and Trembſſng, as 


the ſpurzo.15 Maſle of Sy Fans 
C5 ' the 


[4p] 
che Apoſile doth dire& or of Pe- 
»itevts when. abſalved , B:hops 
yhen conſecrated.and Kings and 
Emperors when crowned, kyee- 
ling before the Altar : Of Gorgoma 
her proſtration of her ſelf in her 
ſickneſle, before, ar at the Foot of. 
the Altar, whereupon ſhe reca- 
vered., as Naziamar ICPOIts ; 
Qratio-25, and of Malefactors 
P38 443- flying to the Alcar in 
tune of danger , and ſuch. like 
carriages which were the begin- 
nings . of {uper{ittion, and: not. 
found.jn the Pamicive Chireb 3 
yet we read not of any:who men 
tion bowing to,or towards theAl- 
wo dune Hicw caruntil Honors 
aiſows Ubg, Augrfo-duncefit 
5ap. 390e Inely Who lived: in.the 
#4tioniþur, ., year 1120 (far e- 
Agugh from the Primitive pure 
times -of the Church ( he is the 
firſt -yndathred Writer, Who 
giveth us any account thereok ; in 
; reſpect 
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[47] * 
reſpe& of . whuch' very practice 
our bowers to the Table are No- 
vellers : | forxhe bowing: he- re- 
Ports y Was to, the Altr wh @ cx- 
trauce imo the Church, —_ at eve- 
ry * poor to ,receſlion-from, 
ng by the Table; they bow- 

a Eef = Web to teftifieGod 8VE- 
e proſemc,but our men mult 
bowcot Eaſt , and-to the Eaſt 
only. - And afrer this, | 
Odo Biſhop of Paris in a Synod 
abqur the year- 1206 did. order, 


ſumma Reverentia & honor max- 


img ſacris Altaribus exhibeatar, 
that, Reverence be done to the. 
Alzar , yet be doth not diredt- ic 
to be done by bowing to , or 
towards the Alcar: and:the Synod 
of Ahens held 1 5B3.thonght ie de- 
Cree many things concerningAl- 
tars , as for their ſcituatian and 
incloſure, furniture with candle- 
Ricks, altar cloathes, and rhe 


like, yer it decreech nothing far | 


bowing 


[43] 
bowing to the Alrar: & the reſer- 
ved pix, of tranſubſt antiated bread, 
adored by th&Papifts, do plainly 
plead for rherh, © that they wor- 
ihip not the Alrar, andreflefterh 
rhe Table-worſhip of the Pro- 
reſtanrs( who deny the r-ſervat!- 
on of Chriſts body oh the Table) - 
as 2 moſt fooliſh\Novelty,/tidicu- 
lous and unlayful Idolarry wor- 
ſhipping a Joyners frame withour 
any apprehenſion or acknowledg- 
ment of Gods' ſpecial preſence ; 
from which they oughe ro acquit 
chemſelves by good and ſufficient 
reaſons, before they innovate in- 
to his Majelties Royal Chappell, 
OurCathedral andPariſh-church- 
es, ſolemn and Religious bowing 
to, towards, or before the Com- 
munion-Tadle, orcan expeR any 
conformity +0 their new fangled 
fancy, never uſed in the primi- 
tive Church, nor in the Refor- 
med Churches, nor alowed by 
c 


- 


[43] 
the conſtitutions of the Church 
of- England, before the year 
of our Lord 1640. {in which itis 
recommended with at! argument 
which appearethto be an 
fallacy, whom we ſhall leave to 
ſearch ancient records, with pre- 
tence to _ eu makEſomuch 
noiſe ;  whi enquire into 
the nature ofthe obje&,and whit 
reaſon therein can dictate ' rhts 
aQtion and demeanour, honor and 
incurvation , ever charged (fince 
firſt ated ) cobean innovation. 


i 


hs —_ 


SECT. IV. 


Ur ſecond evidence 'where- 
by we*ctiarge ſolemn and 
religious bowing to , tOWards, of 
before the Tommunion-Table , 
to bean ation fooliſh” & unlaw- 
ful, is, the vavity thereof. I do 
denominare this ation wamy7, 

| de 


[44] 
becauſe it beareth a ſhew of reli- 
wh without fangs Men 


Taar Rand at a dil anice , and 00+ 
EF ſolemn, gon and ſeri- 
deportmentot choſewho bow 

to to the Table,muſt needs imagine 
that chey are ingaged in ſome 
.a& of devotion, on ſome 

eious ſence of holineſſe in the 
objeR ,. which Cirreth- up, and 
agerh the ſame z/ whereas 
when che object is inquiredinto, 
Ic is found a plain imple Joyners 
Frame, , 95. work of ſome Arcficer, 
irhour any innate cauſe, or rea- 
ſon of ſolemn and facred adota- 
tion ; andir befalls zhe ſerious 
tors, as the Poer ſpeaks of 
bushandmans anten 
when he ines ro reap his held, 
ehengeth rq-have 

Ae Fre c. full-gars'9of Corn, 
bur finds at Harveſt to be em- 


. Py 


Sed 


[45] 


 Sedillas expellate FI Vang tl 
| luſt avens, 
And therefore Iurge inſt this 
Novelty, the Vanityc on 


this account and conhideration. 
Solepm and religions bowing to, 
towards, or before the Communic 
Table, is no way dif ated by the na> 
ture, or F y of the Thing o 
Objeft, therefore it is 4 Vawty. 18 
Scripture .do not dire&t ., right 
reaſan muſt negds expect thena- 
tureofthe Object. oo: to Glue che 
a, : They are perſons and/pos 
fluces fir for Bedlam, that having 
no- preſcription from . ſuperiors, 
cannot plead ſome reafan from 
the nature and quality of the-Qbs 
x8: Ic is pdiltble le for ſober chil. 
dren to demean theinſelves-with 
all reverence and good manners 
towards Squire Dame, but if they 
ſeem ta be reproached for ſo ho- 


noring 


[45] 


noring the Hangman , they can 


be c 


i w 
H 


e knew him notio 
an, he wasina 


Scarlet cloak, and ſezmed to us 
a Gentleman of good note, how- 
ever they ſay he1s an. Eſquire by 
his place, and fo to be reverenced 
by our betrers ; ler us therefore 
ſee-what.reaſons areplexded,, or 
car be imagined in che nacure of 
+ the Communion-Table , which 
candiQare this bowing to, op to- 


wards 


Il. 


- Asit is a Table,none do make 
i the object: of 'ſach' adoration 3 
being the work of mans hands » 
any Thar knew the nature of an 
Idol , muſt needs make the wor- 
hip to, or rowards it,o be plain, 
exprefle' Idolatry : 


Wharſoever 
therefore is fancied to dictate 


this worſhip to, or towards it, is 
:n that it'ts the Communion T a- 
ble,. and in Scripture called -rhe 
Lords-Table; and as ſuch, and 


under 


[ 47] 
under'colour thereof, ſome ear- 
neſt Zealots for this adoration , 
do as fromthe nature and 'qua- 
lity thereof,” urge as reaſons 
for this worſhip , thar this Table 
IS an Altar, an high Altar, as 


fi choek 


ry of the everlaſting ſacrifice , there 
L proſened to the Tring) 
8 figne of the place where our Savi= 
- Pur 04s moſt diſhonoured and cruesr 
fied. And laſtly (which is inſerted 
into Doftor Mortons writings.) 
T heT eftinuony of the Communion of 
all the faithful Communicants there- 
at. Thus Widdowes , in his Knee* 
leſſe' Puritan pag. 34. 89, Door 
Duncon in his LeQture on bowing 
tO the Altar, Shelfords Sermon of 
Geas houſe, pag. 2. 4+ 18, 19,20, 
Reue his Expoſition of the Cha- 


rechiſm. 


[48] 


0, Wn" g Init aunt of the 
Sacrament. Edt. 2; Libs c4ape55 
Se&. 1 5. page 463. All which are 
LO A tb ſober Chriſtian- 
pt alchough of ſl;nder judge- 
poo ) molt vain and ridiculous, 
becauſe.chey tarry 2-(hew of 
= od frem'(o bel 
eyotien from fuchasgemiling 
| io halieve. ax cheChvreh believes, 
J thal oppaſe them, by devying, 
both angecedenc,8s 


lp Eords:T ae ent: apc 


Th Dope yer that's: ghee 
bowed unto, & worſhipped. And 
thus then we proceed. | 
- 1» The Commymnuen-T able 16 10 
Alrer,or high Alter , wor @s ſuch 
to be worſhiped. The Communions 

Tablets no Altar ; not in is 
name ang appellation , for herein 
they apparently differ ,. and chat 
in all languages 1 DoF Yet ou w{c 
we equriy far ap Altar is, an 


l; 
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[ 49] 


hot «99 pur conſecrated for tha 
of ring of Sacrifices unto God: this - 
only uſe and nature of pa- 
gods and Jewiſh Altars,ſo deno- 
minated from the fiers and Sacri- 
fices burning on them , as (ate 
pin& 1fidere do notre on the words 
whence the Papiſts' fancying the 
Maſſe robe an wnibloody ' Sacrt 
offered toGod, do' atfe& to call 
the Miniſters Prieſts, and to rurn 
the-Tables into Alters, juſtly 
laugh pcs as Own 


| Alars; ur deby a' Sacrifice; W 
knowing hae a Table Ns 
Sacrament, but an Altar 
the very natute and aſe of 
it ſuppoſe a Sacrifice, and the af- 
ſerting the Table to-be an Altar, 
harb/led ſome among us unto rhe 
ſubvercing of the . mA ors 2 
( Chriſts 1nfticution ) by ſuggeft- 
ing the Bread and Wine fret 
uſed, to be a Sacrifice : Again, an 


Alrdtin the 'natureef it was [«- 
ered 


159] 
cred, and did ſanQtifie the things 
chat were offered thereon, as our - 
Saviours expoſtulation with the 
Phariſees, plainly ſheweth, Mar. 
23.18, 19, Bur none will dare 
co ſay that the Communion Ta- 
ble ' ſa»ftifiech the Bread and 
Wine which is uſed on it;but on 
the contrary , the Adorers of the 
Table teach us, that.it is ſawitrfied 
by the conſecrated Elements and 
holy Service thereat performed : 
And therefore the difference be-. 
tweenknAlear and Communion= 
Table, a h to be no leſs 1n 
nature -— = than in name and 

appellation, 
" A Communion-Table is no 
Altar , in or by divine account and 
appointment. , the word of God 

oth. nowhere ſo denominare it: 
The T able of Shew-bread was in, 
the Temple diſtin from the 4 
tar of weenſe : And under the 
Golpel ,agepdance on the Ahar, 
18 and 
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[57] 
and ing of the Altar ,was the 
Gon of 5 , or Infidel Gen- 
tile, contradiſtin&t from the 
Chriſtian, whoſe CharaRter was, 
ed os. of the T able of the Lord ; 
hence Chriſtians of old, and 
proteſtants of late, have ever 
made it a note of Chriſts Church, 
that it knoweth'no Altar; ' All the 
Fathers generally,all Commenta- 
cors -4 Chriſtian Wricers do 
ree, that Altars were Types of 
Fel Chriſt: Whence the an 
les do call Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
our Altar, Heb" 13. 10. Rev.b.9. 
C-$8.)3, 9,13. As alſo our Expo- 
fitors andMartyres, and our late 
King James in his Paraphraſe on 
the Revelation, do agree : More- 
aver, Chriſtians have 'no proper 
Secricfies or burnt+ offerings to 


tender unto God; for which God 


ſhould appoint an' Alcar ; rhey 
have indeed a Feaſt of commemns- 


14189, 4 Paſſeever, to be with fre- 


quency 


[ 52] 
quencie celebrared,and this dorh 
requirea Table wherear to feed , 
and from whenee they ought not 
to be excluded by a ratked-inIn> 
cloſure. _. .. vel 

T he Cormmuno-T able ts no Al- 
tar; its the apprebenſron” of the 
Church. 

Notin the'apprehenſion of the 
Premitirve Church , ' who" were 
eſtranged nnroAlrars,and did des 
rermine-them £0 be -expelled rhe 
Churches,as things utiſuntable ro 
Chriſtians, atid whetebywedeny 
ed Ch the. true-afid onlyAlar, 
torhaverbecn offered unto Gody 
Thus Otygen doth determine; fe 
ermbrwas in Heavenbut the Alte, 
ſhadbio and example was on" the 
Earth butwher Chriſt, ehis wah, 
CC —— 
tate fiablatumi'eſt , rhe 4 lrar wh 
taken away; and therefore! he dr 
res ſuch as feet ro wabetheM- 
taf, to look up to HetVen, $ 
| "Altart 


[53] 
Altare videris deftitntans , off in 
c&l;s: $oalſo Paſchalins Rhadber- 
tow, repulic Domus Albars funm 
de Ecdleſin imqua Chriftus. Alt ave 
erediter eſſe © The: Lord . hath 
chrulft his Alcar out of lis Charchy 
in which Chriſt is believed: to be 
ny Altar. None fave an im+ 


poder: Joerg) will 
that there have; been 


Airs _ from che _— 
crimes ;. and our Femel h 
him full well of the falſhood 
thervof : wr gen tells oy er Thar 
200: years after 
m_——_— rh gk ef a 
that they bad no pag ; —_— 
vobjue_ after him: declarech the 
ſame thing, all jour Pro:eftant 
writers hve maintained ic againſt 
the Papiſts; thac the ' Primi- 
nve ; Church - never had, ' nor 
would endureAlkarsþurcertai 
they had CommunionTavles,a! 
uſed them, 


[ 54] 


Tr is an old ſhift and pittiful 
poor plea, to tell us, that the Fa- 
thers do often make mention of 
an Altar, and denominated the 
Communion Table an A/ar, the 
which was not done by any 260, 


years afrer Chriſt, and then only 


in a figurative and improper 
ſpeech, in reſpe&tof the prayers 
and praiſes performed art the 
LotdsSupper,as appearerh by ma- 
ny paſſages our of their own wri- 
rings urged by the Proteſtants a- 

unſche Papiſts,by B. Jewel, Da- 


bag Role and others, even 


an Alrar ; So St. Ferom:. Altare 
Fidelwms fides eff, and: Altare Des 
eft cor bomems , and yer they will 
not: be - admitted ro be proper 
Altars and objeRs of Adoration; 
How then can 'communion-Ta- 
bles be ſo own'd. 
Communion-Tables were noc 
Altars 


minate-the hearr of ' 
godly mex their Altar and Faich. 
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(55 ] 
Altars i the apprehenſion of the Ree 
formed Churches, or of our own 
Church in promoting the Reforma- 
tion of Religion,which did ever be 
gin,and proceed by pulling down 
Altars and placing tables inthe | 
Body of the Church,as contra-dl. 
ſtint from the Papiſts Altars? 
Whoſoever will obſerve our own 
Book of Martyrs (the beſt Eccle- 
haſtical Hiſtory of the firſt begin- 
ning and:progreſs of Reformati- 
on) ſhall find, that at Berea, 
Conſtance, Bafil, Geneva, Anuſ- 
burge, and other Cities, at the 
deginning of Reformation in the 
year 1528. they proclaimed that 
all Altars ſhould be aboliſhed; and 
inthe year1556. The Waldajes in. 
Piemont covenanting the Refor« 
mation, s cmep tO caſt down the 
Atitars, which they accordingly 
executed inthe Church of Bob | 
And our Edward theSixth,begin- 
ningithe Reformation, gave or- 
D der 


[55] 
der to pg! down Altars,and place 
Tables 'in Churches, the which 
was' earneſtly praiſed, purlued 
and preſſed by Biſhop Hooper, un 
his Sermon before the King, by 
Biſhop Farrar in Wales, by Biſh. 
Kialey in Saint Paxls, and other 
Churches in. Londox ; All which 
was enforced with this conſidera» 
tion, That Al/tars were not uſed in 
the aazes of the Apoſtles nor Primi - 
tive Church,nor aid agret with the 


Chriſftians$acrament ana Profeſſi-« 


on, tbat Chriſt their true and only 
Altar was come. And on the con- 


trary,when this Reformation was . 


ſtopped, and turned back in the 
Reign of Qieen Mary, and Po- 
pery again returned, it en'erced & 
proceeded by ſcorning,villifying, 
& pulling down Communion T a- 
bles, and preaching up, buildin 

and reſtoring Alrars, whic 

were again demoliſhed and Gri- 


ven-out; when the Reformation - 


revived 
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[57] 
revived, under Q.E/iz.abeth, and 
Communion Tables were: reſto» 
red, and fortified by InjunRtions, 
Canons, and Statute-Law, and ſo 
continued untill the attempted 
accommodation with Rome, did 
again turn ourTables into Altars. 

If any therefore will obferve 
the nature of an Altar, and how 
Altars and Tables have ever been 
the contradii12R notes of true or 
falle worſhip, between the Pri® 
mitive Chriitians and the Jews 
and Heathens, and in latter time 
berween the ſincere Chriſtian 
Proteſtant,and the Jewiſh Pagan 
Rapiſt,he muſt needs.concludethe 
Communion Table is no Altar, 
but a thing contradiſtin& from an 
Altar,and therefore as ſuch,it can 
not be worſhipped. 

And as the Antecedent of this 
reaſon is apparently falle, ſo the 
Conſequence wants not its falla- 
oy : Should wegrant (what our 

| TS - -- Rn 


188] 
table.cringers ſo much uſe, and 
affect to call the Communion ta- 
ble) that it is a» Altar, yet there 
is noreaſon for their bowing to,to- 
waras,or before it ;, becauſe Altars 
are no way the ObjeR of adora- 
tion, nor can be worſhipped or 
bowed unto, without apparent I- 
dolatry:not materialy,for ſo they 
are but common ſtone, or clay , 
or wood, conterfiptible creatures, 
not Objects of Divine Worſhip. 
Not Formally as Altars, for as 
ſuch, they are indeed Inſtruments 
of Service to God, but not Sym- 
bols of Divine Natare or Preſence, 
for Altars -have been, and may 
be without the preſence of God: 
And the Jews were never ap- 
pointed, nor did the Gentiles by 
nature apprehend it fit to bow 
down unto,or worſhip any thing | 
\ -butthe Symbols of divine nature 
and preſence , & therefore though 
the Jewes might worſhip my" 

= the 


[ 59] 
the Arke,or the cloud which reſts 
ed upon it, or towards the Tem- 
ple; yet neither Prieſt nor peo- 
ple did worſhip the Altar : and 
the Gentiles ever had the [mages 
of their Gods placed qver their 
Altars , and their bowings were 
to their Images, not to their Alz 
tars, as their own Poets, and Hi» - 
ſtorians,and many of the Fathers 
do teſtifie : Saint Aſtin tells us, - 
the Pagan Idols were placed ho- 
norabili ſublimitate,in an honou- 
rable height, «t a precantibus atq,; 
immotantibas attendantar ; that 
they might be regarded by them 
thac ſacrificed and prayed unto 
them: And the Scripture witne(- 
ſeth, God torbad 1/rae/s bowing 
to the J9ds cf the Gentiles, Numb. 
25.2. Not to their- A/tars, which 
was not uſed : And when oſtah 
brake down the Altars, he brake 
allo the /mazes of Baalim,2 Chr. 
34.3, 4 And theſe two were' 
D 3 j0ynt 
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joyn: as in one and the ſame 
Command, Exed. 34.13. And 
therefore the papiſts themſelves 
do keep Godin a Box, the bread 
fancied to be tranſubſtantiated on 
their Altar,or bang a Crucifix be 
hind and over the Altar ; know- 
ing the Altar as ſuch, to be no 
Obje& of Worſhip, becauſe no 
Symbol of divine nature and pre- 
ſence. Itis more then probable, 
that the ſence hereof ,” brought 
the late Crucifix in the Glaſle 
over, andin the Arras Hangings 
behind the Altar at Lam _ 
Chappel, and in the Kings Royall 
Chappel, ſo ordered by the Late 
Archbiſhop Lad, the firſt that 
ever framed a Canon for bowing 
to, towatds or before the Com- 
munion Table : for which rea- 
ſon will require ſome Symboll 
of Divine Nature and Preſence : 
Its being an holy inſtrament of 
divine Service, being of no more 
force 
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force for the Altar then forthe 
Tongs, or Snuffers of the Taber- 
nacle, or Aaron; breeches under 
the Lawyor for Surplices, Organs, 
Chalices, Patens, and Canonical 
coats and girdles, which are made 
inſtruments of Holy Service, by 
our Altar*Adorers; andif on that 
reaſon they muſt be bowed unto, 
we ſhall abound in cringing not 
only in every Church, but in e- 
yery ſtreet; but whether it be an 
boly inſtrument, is conſidered in 
the -next reaſon, to which I op» 
poſe and fay. VWs 

- 2. The Communion Table 1s 
net an holy place or inſtrument. In 
this Anicheſis I underſtand our 
Altar-Adorers in the latitude of 
their ſence and expreſſions , as 
ſpeaking of che Table in its f.ved 
form and ſcituation in theC kaxcel, 
at the upper end , under the wall, 
inthe form of an Altar, and rail- 
edin, in which frameand poſture 
D 4 they 
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they deem it, notonly an inſtru- 
ment, whereon Divine Service is 
performed, but an holy place un- 
to which Chriſt is confined as his 
Chazr of State, and Mercy Seat, 
nay a molt holy place,into which 
. not the beſt of Chriſtians, none 
but chePrieſt may enter,all others 
mult humbly and reverentlykneel 
at the rail , and thus: many of 
them do beſpeak themſelves, by 
proclaiming: holsxeſſe of the 
Church-yard,more hs/ineſs of the 
Church, which muſt needs .con« 
clude moft holineſs of the Chan- 
cel, to which the Table is con- 
fined. 

Holineſs inherent cannot be i* 
maged to be predicated of the 
Communion-T able, it being pro- 
per to none but Rational Crea- 
cures, Angels and Men. 

And therefore Re/ative Holineſs 
is that which muſt be underſtood 
of the Communion Table ; 
and 
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and this Holineſle according to 
the deſcription of ourTable crin- 
ger,” is nothing elſe but a fate of 
relation and peculiarity to Goa,de- 
dicated to his only ſervice, and fo 
alienated from all other uſewhat- 
ſoever, it is holy extra #[um pub- 
licum 2. Santtifying, or giving 
pewer and vertue to be more et- 
teRuall and acceptable to God, 
whatſoever is tendred in or by it. 
3. The 06je# of ſome poſitive 
and ſpeciall reſpet and reve« 
rence. 

That there have been ſuch 
placts and Inſfiruments we cannot 
deny, whilit we remember the 
T abernacle & Temple among the 
Jewes before the coming of 
Chriſt , but that the Communion * 
Table is ſuch an holy place orin- 
{trument, we muſt and do deny. 
I, Becauſe the holineſs of places 
and' inſtruments, 4/owed under 
the Law, is aboli/ot4 under the 
: D:s - Golpel;' 
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Goſpel; thoſe ſpecial places and 
inſtruments, the Tabernacle or 
. Temple, and its utenſils, have 
been prophan'd and made common, 
and no other place or Inſtrument 
hath been appointed in che ſtead 
thereof, the typical «ſe of ſuch 
holy places and things is expired 
m the appearance andexiſtence 
of the Antitype Chriſt Jeſus, who 
is no more to be ſhadowed by 
them , and Jeſus Chriſt the og 
and Prophet of his Church hath 
expr-ſlyabregated all ſuch holineſs 
of place and Inſtruments, Fohn 4. 
21. Woman believe me, the bour 
cometh, when neither in this moun- 
tain,nor at Feruſalim(by peculia- 
rity of relation ro God) ſhall ye 
worſhip the Father ,, and the Spi- 
ritina Viſion hath caught us, to. 
call nothing unclean, and then e- 
very thing and place mult be as 
holy as the Communion Table 
with its railes, 

2. There 
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. 2. Thereis no way or _— 
which theCommuntonT able can be 
made holy, or ſet in ſuch a ſtate of 
peculiar relation to God, For the 
cauſe, way, or means of making 
it holy,muſt be from Ged, or fron 
man, or (as our Altars-adorers 
teach us) from the holy ſervices 
which are done therein,or there- 
upon, but the Communion Table 
. is not made holy by God immedi« 
ately for his preſence is not tied to 
this place or inſtrument, and the 
preſence of God, is the only way 
by which any place or inſtrument 
is made holy : Our Table-wor- 
ſhippers tells us :hey worſhip God 
hy: the T able, and the Lord of the 
T abl:, not the Table of the Lord, 
and call the Table Chrifts Mercy 
Seat, or chair of State, and fo 
ſuggeſt his preſence in this place, 
and on this Inſtrument ; and that: 
more than his omni preſence, . 
which is every where, and _ 
ore- 
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fore they ſometimes tell us he is 
Specially preſent there, as in his 
chair ef State, and Mercy Seat, 
which the Auchor ofthe Quench- 
coale will.nor believe, witty en* 
quiring whether Chriſt have a 
Pew in teuiry Charcn, and his ſpe- 
cial preſence be ſo chained to the 
Table, that he 35 not at the Font, 
Desk,, or Palpu.? Or never ſtirs 
from.thence ;, that eviry time men 
comeiito theCharch they muſt bow 
tothe T able, as well when the $a- 
crament 1s not adminiſtred, as when 
it £5; but io be more ſerious with 
them,I ſhould enquire what kind 
of preſence God affords us at the 
Communion Table, whereby it 1s 
made holy,and lo rendred the ob- 
jeR of ſuch ſpeciall ſolemn wor- 
—_.. 

There is recorded in holy writ 
a threefold ſpecial preſence of 
God, two of which do ſanifie 
any place or inſtrument, and .. 
I 2 © make: 
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make it'the objeR of ſolemn a- 
doration , ſo long as they, or ei- 
ther of chem exiſt ; but the third 
-doth-not ſo do. - 
-- Gods: preſence may be, and 
hath been ſenſible to the bodily 
"eyes of his people : Thus he ap- 
peared to the Patriarchs, and to + 
Moſes and Fofpnah and others, 
and this preſence will ( for the 
time of its continuance) make a 
place or thing holy as Bethe/to 
7acob, and the objeR of ſpeciall 
revcrence, as the. ground whereon 
Moſes and foſhuah ftood, Exod.z. 
5--by reaſon whereof it is requi- 
red, that they ſhould put their 
ſhoves from off their feet. Foſhnah 
5-15. 
. This preſence | of | God, or 
Ehriſt on the Lords Table, can? 
not be pretended to, unleſs by a 
Popiſh Tranſubſtantiation & real 
ireance; which yet is affirmed to 
lic latent. .under the accidents of 

eo 
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Bread and Wine, but when 
they have made their God, and 
put him priſoner in a Bax, and 
place him onthe Table, if they 
tell us, he isin this ſence preſent 
on the Altar, we ſhould not be- 
lieve them, for in this caſe ſccing 
$« believing, this preſence i as 
ehview to thers,Chaving eyes) as 
to them; Faith aflureth us the 
Hegves of Heavens muſt contain 
him wntill tbe reftvtmtion of all 
thivgs. 

Rea/ow apprehends it impoſſi- 
ble for a humane perſonto heave 
many bodie) at one and the ſame 
reve, One in Heaven, and one on 
every Altar; and ſexce ſatisfierh 
us that. a body cannot exiſt in its: 
fyll proportion, but it wwwſt be ſeen. 
" Yet, I muſt: confeſs this fancy is a 
better fence for: bowing to the- 
Table than any other framed by 
at adorers, Burt ſecondly, 

Godis preſent ſymbolically by 

: ſome 
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ſome certain eof 
bis preſence: Thus God was pre» 
fent to-Iſrael by the Chand, the 
Tabernas'e, the T emple, the Ark, 
the Mercy Seat or the like, before 
which thePrieſt or people bowed 
and did approach on fingularpre» 
aration,and by ſpecial waſhing, 
antifyng, and cloathing them- 
ſelves , with ſacable holy Gar- 
meats; for ſuch things were bgns 
inſeparable from the peculiar 
preſence of God 4ſcertaining,not 
aſſimulatiog Divine preſence , 
convincing that God was now 
ſpecially near them, not that he 
did bear any ſuch ſhape as ap» 
peared to them. 

Sure our Altar.adorers will not 
fay God or Chriſtis Symwbolically 
preſent on- the T able , yet this 1s 
that chey muſt mean when they 
call theTableChriſts chair of ſtate 
and Mercy-Seat , but if ſo, they 
rauſt tell us what is the Symbol - 

[0 
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this pecnliar: preſence? Is it one 
thing or many? And how do they 
know this or that to be the ſign of 
his preſence? Is the Paten, Cha- 
lice or Elements in them the 
 fignof his preſence?Are the Can. 
dleſticks or Candle the fign 
thereof? The laſt is moſt likely, 
for Chriſt is the /3ght of the world: 
But'F wonder then his preſence 
doth not light them, as it ſome- 
times burned the Sacrifices : Spe 
»ificancy of athing or inſtrumer, 
will make 0 ſymbol of Gods ſpecial 
preſence : they muſt be notes, not 
ſhapes of Gods exiſting ; the Ele- 
ments in the Sacraments with 
the Actions thereto pertaining, 
are {ons of the body and blood of 
Chill and of his Paſhon, but 
they are notSymbolesaſcertaining 
a real Fpecial prefence,from which 
he is not ſeparated, but that he 
cometh and goeth , or tarrieth 
with.ir, unleile evexy Communi- 

| cant *- 
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cant muſt be concluded to eat his 
God,who muſt then paſs through 
his body,. or abide really preſent 
in bim, with this Symbol which 
would make all our ſtreets full of 
movins Altars, to whom Cano- 
nical Prieſts mnſt continually 
cringe and boy , for Gods ſanttti- 
f) ng preſence & the $ 'ymbol never” 
io ivide;this was che reaſon why 
the Gentile Proſelices under the 
Law, were conſtrained to travel 
from the utmoſt parts ofthe earth 
to Hieruſalem, to enjoy fellow. 
=s with,and appear beforeGod: 
and 1/rael in Captivity weretyed 
to pray toward: theT emple,it they 
would prevail , for that Gods pe® 
culiar preſence was there conft- 
ned as to his habitation. 

Theſe two kinds of Divine 
preſence (though ſanGifyingin 
themſelves) confer no holineſs 
to the Communion table, becauſe 
neither of them doth thereupon 
exiſt 


[72] 
exiſt, whereby to make it hs/y,and 
the objeR of ſpecial ſolemn reve- 
rence; and the third cannot do 
it; for inthis ſenſe it ſanRifieth 
not any thing or place, 8 that is, 

His firitual preſence,by the aſſi- 
ſtance and influence of his Grace & 
$pirit. This preſence attends 
perſons in ſolemn and ſacred «- 
ions, but is not affixed to any 
Determ. de ads. mn i uf 4 _— ys. 
EDS (in D. Dax* 
cons DialeR) 4 beſt place in the 
Church, or 4 moſt boly of honſhol d 
fuff ; the promiſe of itis in Xdat. 
18.10.to perſons inany, in every 
place : Where two or three are mtt 
together in my Name, THERE 
am I in the midſt of Y OU : This 
is with the Miniſter in praying or 
reading in the Deck, praying or 
preaching in the Pe/pit, him and 
others baptizing at the Fox, as 
well as at the Table, in the ad- 
minſtration 
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miniſtration of the Lords Supper , 
Nay, this ſpirituall preſence is 
attendant on every of the people 
in every Pew,whilſt — 
ing or attending (in compoſed {1- 
lence ) upon any Ordinance:Tea, 
it is in any provete place, field or 
Chamber with any of Gods peo- 
ple, praying or performing any 
holy duty , and is not tyed unto 
the Chaxcel or Cherch, or there 
exiſtent, when the Ordinances 
and Duries are ceaſed and inter- 
mitted ;. and can- therefore tamp 
no holineſs, or any way makethe 
Table Gods Mercy Seat, Or as 
holy Inſtrument to be the ObjeR 
of ſpecial Reverence; And yet 
in which of theſe ſenſes Dr. Dan- 
cox iptended Chriſt his preſence 
at the Commnion Table , the 
Tranſlator of his Lecture on this 
Subje&, or Dr. Gazden his Pa» 
tron muſt explain ; we not know» 
ins how to refer and —— 

is 
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| _ * his words [ Nor can the HolyGhoſt 


be thought to be ſo triftly conjoyned 
to the word of God, as the Son ofGoa 
ro the bleſſed Sacrament.) Which 
ſure muſt be differenced by ſome 
reality of preſence, whether ſen 
ſible or ſymbolical , for as to the 
ſpiritual influence and preſence, 
the Holy Ghoſt Cby ſpecialty of 
ſanCification)) is more peculiarly 
and ſtritly tyed to Word and Sa- 
craments, than is the Son of God 
who (litting at the right hand of 
his Father) ;Jurb his ſpirit to ope: 
rate by his Ordinances, and to 
rule the hearts ofhis choſen, .and 
to convince the world of fin. 
But -if the» Communion Table 
be not ſanCtitied by God, it may 
be by men : Let us therefore con* 
fider how men can make any 
thing holy, and ſo the object of 
ſpeciall ſolemn reverence and 
adoration : and they muſt do it 
© one of theſe two wayes ; 
en 
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Men -may make a place of in» 
ſtrument holy mixi/erially, but a 
formal conſecration, by certain 
Rites, and in ſuch order as God 
himſelf preſcribeth, who chxſeth 
the place or inſtrument, and chare 
eth the Method Rites and.Or- 
er of its Conſecration , from 
which hisMiniſters may not vary, 
by addition,abſtraction or altera- 
tion but uſe the ſame, very ſame 
whichGod hath appointed to the 
ſtamping of holineſs; thus was 
the Tabernacle in the time of Mo» 
ſes, and the Templ#in the time of 
Solomon, and all the Urenſils 
thereof conſecrated according to 
divine direRion, but ſince thoſe 
places and inſtruments have been 
prophaned,as God never ſanftified 
any other , ſo he no where in 
ſcripture hath dire&ed anymethod 
or order of conſecration, whereby 
to ſtampholineſs on them-:nor do 
we find any praRiſed by Chriſt, 
or 
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or his Apoſtles, or any primitive 
Chriſtians profeſſing the ſimplici- 
ty ofthe Goſpel]. I have indeed 
heard andread of the Conſecrati. 
on at Lambeth, Creed:Charch, 
Giles1n the Fields, Woolver ham- 
prov and other places : And I 

ave read ſome authors who urge 
it as neceſſary , for that the place 
or Inſtrument cannot be holy un- 
leſs it be conſecrated : But | read 
not of any Rites or Order preſcri- 
bed by the Lord, or in any part 
of the New Teſtament, or any 
other Books,t Roman, Ricual, 
Pontifical,or Breviaries excepted. 
Aretii problem. And I am ſure our 
rom.2- fol. iy, own Pilkington and 
de Euc, Avretius do deter- 
mine ſuch opinions ro be notort» 
ous Fallacies and Fancies. 

If any do pretend the Church 
to have any?nadica! power where: 
by to ſtamp holineſs on any place 
or thing, and make it the 0 er 
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of ſpecial ſolemn reverence, we 
muſt defire they will produce her 
Commiſfion ; that we may read 
it,and underſtand when this POWs 
er was to her commnitted, and 
how far it doth extend : 1 am 
much miſtaken if rim and place as 
to their holineſs be not of the 
[abſt axce of divine worſhip: And 
Tam no leffe miſtaken if everGod 
committed the Sxbſtantials of bis 
Worſhip, unto the judgement of 
men , andifGod hath preſcribed 
no form of Conſecration, and men 
have no 7adical Authority, to 
ſtamp holineſs of place or inſtru- 
ment, though they may in pru- 
dence determine the conveniency 
or inconveniency of places Or ine 
ſtruments, as to the Service there: 
in, thereat or thereupon to be_ 
performed, yet they cannot with: 
out ſuperſiitius vanity appointthe 
Comunion Table to become the 


objeR of reverence or adoration 
or 
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as an holy place -or inſtrument. 
Seeing the Communion 'Table 

is not made holy by God or.men, 
we might take it for granted that 
it 1s not holy at all,and ought not 
to be owned as the Object of fn 
doration,but that our Altar-crin 
gers have found outa new way of 
anAifying a place or inſtrument, 

and thatis, by the particular holy 
Services there performed : there. 
fore one ſaith, | in what 
place we have the moſt 
lively demonſtration of 
Geas preſence by ſomething either 
done or ſaid thtre,as in a place or at 
an Inſtrument appointed to that{er- 
vice, there is th: hich:ſt Court cf, 
and for h's holineſs called the place 
of his Majeſty,] Or by the previ- 
ledges there conferred:and there- 
fore ſaith another|[ Chilaren waſh: 
ed in the Font do from thence obtain 
remiſſion ef ſins, b:com? the ſons 7 
Goa, 


Vrofuno- 
maſ?. 
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God,and are maac 
Hero of Heaven, 7 Oe arg, 


large privileages hare. p.21,22+ 
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as beget bonour and ſanility in the 
holy Font from which they flow : 
But as for the Altar , far greater 
and divine priviledges do enable 
it for on it is celebrated that awfut 
_ and moſt venerable Sacrifice. 

I muſt not {tand to obſerve the 
ſeveral exceptions to which theſe 
reaſons are liable,but againſtthetr 
concluſive power, for which they 
are produced , I cannot but ob» 
ſerve 4 

Thac duties done and privi- 
ledges received onor at any place 
or inſtrument Rog that 
place or inſtrument, ſo as to be 
an object of ſpeciall ſolemn wore 
ſhip is, | 

Contrary to the order and method 

of Sanftification uſed under the 
aw,and urged by our Saviogr, as 
E an 
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an argument to convince them of 
folly, who ſo dreamed , YeFooles 
and blind, whether is greater, the 
Gold,or the Temple that ſan#ifieth 
the Gold? - Ye Fooles and blind, 
whether is greater the Gift, or the 
Altar that ſanifieth the Gift ? 
Matth.23.17,19.1 ſhall leave our 
Altar-Adorers to reſolve the que- 
ſtion , and onely note, the Altar 
was conſecrated that it might ſar- 
frfit theSacrificeamons So lovn 
That it was Folly and Blindneſs, 
to conceive otherwiſe : aud that 
Folly and Ignorance are the co- 
Sent cauſes and conſtant conco- 
mitants of ſ#perſ#+#tion, though in 
the deyout and learned Phari- 
ſees 
2. If duties done and privi- 
ledges received on or at any in- 
{trament or place, do make it ho- 
ly, then every Inſtrument on or 4t 
which it is done muft be holy and 
She ob je@t of ſpeciall reverence ad 
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adoration , ſo theDesk,Pulpir,and 
Font mult be bowed unto: And to 
if che Lords Supper be once (as it 
is direRted by our Lyrurgy to be 
ordinarily Jadminiſtred to the (ick 
man,in his Chamber, and he be- 
ing poor,on his ordinary Table or 
Chelt by his bedſide, chat Chelt 
or Table becomes holy, and muſt 
be no more prophaned, but reſer- 
ved and worſhipped, bowed unto 
as a moſt holy Inſtrument : Fur- 
ther, according to this Fancy,the 
Patten whereon the Bread, and 
the Flagons and Chalice wherein 
the Wine is ſerved at the Sacra- 
ment, become moſt holy Inſtru= 
ments, and muſt be bowed unto, 
as more holy than the Table for 
as much they more immediatly 
rouch the Bread and Wine, by 
the vertue whereof they ſanCtifie 
the Table ; and quod Efficit tale, 
magis eſt tale; And certainly then 
mea will have a care how they 

E 2 lend 
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lend Cups or Flagons to be uſed 
in the adminiſtration of the Sa- 
crament,' leſt *( by the touch of 
thoſe boly Elements) they be- 
come aburthen to the owners, by 
binding them when ever they ſee 
them, to bow before them : nay 
leſt they be bound fro ever uſing 
them- in common ule any more, 
and be deprived of their goods, 
as was Sir Nicholas Criſp, who 
atthe. conſecration of the Chap- 
pell at Hammerſmith, fer his fl- 
ver Flagons with Wine on the 
Communion Table, without any 
intent to beſtow them; but Arch- | 
biſhop Laxd enforced him to part 
with them, ſaying, thry were dedi- 
cated to God, and it world be (a- 
criledge tocommit them to his pri- 
vate uſe any more. Further jfche 
doing of the duty or receiving the 
priviledge make the Inſtrument 
holy, men muſt- forbear tro uſe 
their hands in the Sacrament;and 
; let 
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ler the Prieſt putthe Pix into 
their mouths , and-yet then I ſee 
not how the Prieſts hand and 
peoples mouths will avoid this 
ſanRifying influence, ſo as not to - 
be Objeds of Adoration, and the 
our Table-bowers will have bow- 
ing enough, when they ſhall not 
0 without an Altar ,. {o long as 
they carry their own fingers a» 


| bout them. 


3. According to this notion, 
there are degrees of holineſſe in In» 
Frument , according to the qua- 
lity of the Ordinances admuni- 
ftred at or by them, and ſacred 
Ordinances appointed by the 
ſame God, fignitying the ſame 
thing, Chriſt crucified, and aim- 
ing ac the ſame end, Weorfaip of 
God; and communicating- the 
lame ſubltanuall priviiedges, 157 
and peace in believing, only differ- 


 1ng intheir adminiſtration, accor- 


ding to the capacity of the- ſub» 
B 9 jet; 


/ 
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je, are differently holy, and of a 
different influence in ſanCifying 
the Inſtruments whereat or wher ' 
by they are performed, ſo as that 
the Desk or Pulpit; muſt have 
its reverence, the Foyt its holv ret 
gard, but genuflexion or bowing 
muſt be only to the Table, as the 
moſt holy of Gods houſhold. fu "Tb 
as if Chriſt preached, or his blood 
in baptiſm were not the ſame e- 
qually to be adored, as when the 
memoriall of his body and blood 
is celebrated, 

Theſe things are ſo abſurd, ir- 
rational and irreligious,that they 
muſt renounce their Reaſons,and 
reſolve to believe as theChurch be: 
lieves,who will believe the Table 
to be ſanQified by the duties 
done, or priviledges indulged at 
the ſame : and then they muſt do 
no leſs, who will affirm the Ta- 
ble to be an holy Inſtrument, the 
obje& of ſpecial ſolemn Ten 

an 
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and yet findit not ſanRtified- by 
coy men,or by holy Ordinances, 
and ſo by no meanes, not at all 
made holy: And yet, 

If I ſhould admit the Holz» 
#e/sourAltar- worſhippers Fancy, 
they” have derived tothe Table 
by their ſinful Superſtitious Con- 
ſecration ,* I mult defire them to 
produce their gone that will 
warrant their bowing before an 
hely Inflyament, becauſe ſanftified 
Extra publick z{am, and dedica- 
ted to the only ſervice of God':z 
Did the Jews ever perform ſuch 
devotion to any of the Uten(ils of 
the Temple, which were warran- 
rably hoiy ? Did they {that we 
read of) ever bow when Gods 
ſenſible or Symbolical preſence 
did not call for it? Was nor God 
ſpiritually preſent in their Syna- 
gogues?Was he not ſerved by the 
Veſſels of the Temple ? Where 
will they prove an adoration in 

E 4 choſe 
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thoſe places, or before thoſe ob- 
jets ? Nay do not the Heathen 
place their gods over theirAltars? 
and the Papiſts reſerve their god 
inaBox on theirAlcar,as knowing 
that the Holy Altar, (iftheſe be 
abſent(is not a ſufficient object of 
ſpecial ſolemn worſhip or genu= 
fleQion? 

Muſt not that reaſon be charged 
with vanity in which neither an- 
tecedent nor conſequent can be 
allowed,as true,genuine,naturall, 
and of ſtrength to conclude the 
Propoſition? We ſee the Commus- 
nion Table is no Altar nor other 
holy Inftrument , not Chriſt his 
Chair o State,or Mercy-Seat, to 
which his ſpecial preſence can be 
confined, and as luch, js not to be 
bowed to ; But there are other 
reaſons why we muſt bow to the 
Table, it is well they pive us 
number, for it is apparent that 


we want of weight, The Reaſons 
which 
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which followed are lo ridiculous, 
that to mention them, is to refute 
them ; yet ſuch as they are , we 
will conſider them; and they are 
theſe : 


T he third Reaſon from bowing to 
the Table, examined. 


The third Reaſon is, Becauſe 
the Table is the memory of the e- 


_ verlaſting Sacrifice there made and 


preſented to the Trinity , So ſaith 
Shelford, .in his Sermon of Gods 
Houle, p 2.4, 19: The T able 5 4 
memorative Inſtrument unto which 
the aſſiſtance ofGrace is never want 
ing cither to beget in our mind ſuch 
thoughts of the death of Chriſt, or 
to extratt from our perſons ſuch 4 
wor ſhip of him : So laith Ironſide, 
7. queſt, of Sabbath, p.279. Or 
the T able is celebrated that aWful 
and miſt venerableSacrifice, which 
our Lord himſelf did inftitute of 

E 5, olg. 
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old, for the commemoration, repre- 
ſentation application and exhibiti- 
#1 of the moſt perfet Sacrifice, 
faith Dr. D#ncon in his Determi- 
nation de adoratione adver([us Al- 
tare, P. 22, 

Whoſoever reads this Reaſon, 
cannot, butſee we were running 
very fait,and had made good pro» 
oreſs towards a reconeilement with 
Kome, having admicted not only 
Prieſcs and Altars , but a $4- 
criſice, an awful & moſt venerable 
Sacrifice, though we yet own it 
but as a memorable Sacrifice yet it 
will ſoon appear nonfence, that 
the Lord of old inſtituted aSacrifice 
the memory of a Sacrifice,and will 
neceſlitate us to know the nature 
of a Sacrifice is propitiatory, and 


as ſuch it mult next time be ac- 


knowledged, & therefore though 
theſe ſeem to mince the matter , 
another ( contemporary with 
them, and managing the ſame 

| conteſt) 
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conteſt) ſpeaks out, and tel[s us 
plainly it zs a propitiatorySacrifice 
to reconcile 4 unto God offended 
with our daily fins, Widowes his 
Lawl. Kneel. $chil. Puritan, pag. 
34, 89. And ſure then there can- 
not want a reaſon for moſt reve- 
rent bowing to the Table. 

2. Who ever made the Table 
the memory of the everlaſting: 
Sacrifice ? When did the Lord 
of old inſticute it? Or how doth 
It appear that it is 4 memorative 
inftrument, to which the aſſi ftance 
of grace is never wanting ? [ read - 
no more of promiſe for the one, . 
than precept for the other;T think 
the aſſiſtance of Grace mult be the 
afſurance of God, not appointment 
of Max, who cannot preſume to 
diſpence it, withont arrogance 
and preſumption , and then wor- 
ſhip hereby extraFed is ſo far from 
being acceptable ro God, that it 
15. abominable Superſtition z 

rains. — * 
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Though theſe chings might ſom- 
thing luic the Elements, they are 
ablurdly predicated of the | able, 
and bowing to,towards,or before 
the one or the other, more ab- 
ſurdly concluded ; tor that net- 
cher the Jews,Chrilt, his Apoſtles, 
primitive Churches , Fathers or 
Counct's did ever think or teach 
ita duty, to bow and worſhip be fore 
tbe place where the memory 0} the e- 
verlaſting ſacrifice us celebrated. 


T he fourth Reaſos for bowing 
to the T able, examined. 


A. Fourth Reaſon urged why 
we ſhould bow to the Communi- 
on Table,is this,T he T able or Al- 
tar 3s the fign ofthe place where our 
Saviour was moſt diſhmoured,and 
crucified ; fo reaſons Giles Wid- 
dowes in theBookand Page before 
mentioned. 

But by his leave, this is wotori- 
ouſly 
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euſly #ntrxe;, forthe Table is no 
ſign of Hieruſalem, Golgotha, the 
' HighiPriefts Hall,or of theCroſs. 

2. What Rule dire&s, or rea- 
ſon dictates & bowing to the ſign of 
the place where Chrift was deſpiſe 
ea, diſhonanred and crucified ? If 
there be any,they may take bow- 
ing enough at every Map of the 
holy Land,or Sign ofHiernſalem, 
hanged at manyTaverns,in many 
ſtreets of the City, and will find a 
neceſſity of reſtoring Croſſes and 
Crucifixes, the moſt proper figns 
of the _ Inſtrument whereon 
Chriſt was moſt diſhonoured and 
crucihed. 


T he fifth Reaſon for bowing at the 
T able, examined. 


The Laſt Reaſon 1 ſhall take 
notice of, and I need but note it, 
is this, The like difference may be 
diſcerned between pow maner of re- 

| Verne 
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verence in bowing towards the Alt. 
for adoration of the Euchariſt only, 
& ours in bowing as wel when there 
iz no Euchariſt on the Table, as 
when there ts ;, which is not to the 
T able of the Lord, but the Lord of 
the Table ; to __ the Commu- 
»iowu of all the faithful Communi- 
cants thereat, Thus is Dr. More- 
ton made to ſpeak in the ſecond 
Edition of his Learned Inſtitati- 
ons of the Sacrament, Lib.6.ca-5, 
Sef.15.1 ſay heis made to ſpeak, 
becauſe it. was not ſpoken in his 
firſt Edition,and is concetved (on 
very confiderable Reaſons) not 
to have been ſpoken by himſelf 
being contrary to his known 
judgemer, unſuitable to his Lear-. 
ning, Gravity , Acuteneſle, and 
Diale&, but to have been foyſted 
in by ſome zealous Altar» Adorer 
that defired.the authority of ſo 
Learned an Advocate, as is at 
large. declared in the ws: 
co0A 
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coal, p.2$9,290,291. But be it 
as it will, it is a reaſon moſt 
vain, and carrying inittheleaſt 
of reaſon, ofany yet produced : 
For, 

How can bowing to the Table 
teſtifie the Communion of all thi 
Fait hful Cimmuicants at the T a= 
ble ? Who inſtituted this ation 
unto that end? Or what natu- 
rall aptitude hath this aRion to 
ſignifie ſuch a thing ? The joynt 
receiving of the Lords Supper 
doth indeed tef75fie Communion , 
and is appointed thereto; But 
to think that bowing to theTable 
when there is no Communion, 
ſhould ſo do, 1s a moſt ridiculous 
Fancy, to be derided by the very 
Papiſls who do more really wor- 
ſhip the Lord of th Table, by 
bowing to their tranſubſtantiated 
Hoſt,and imagined real preſence, 
- than the Proteſtants can,who de- 
my the Lordto be Os 

| , 
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by his Ordinance, and yet bow to 
the |Table on a moſt groundlel;, 

ſenceleſs imagination. 
Wee ſce that the nature aud qua- 
- lity of the Obze doth no way di- 
Rate any colouxable reaſon for 
bowing to, towards or before the 
Communion Table,and that how 
devout ſaever men feem to bein 
this at of Religion, it is a meer 
ſhadow, and Yaxity is written on 
this action in characters no leſs le 
ible than thoſe whereby we read 
e Novelty thereof :. And there- 
fore we muſt needs as yet coclude 
itis a devotion fooliſh and unlaw- 
ful,unbeſeeming men of Reaſon, 
Learning and Piety to practice in 
themſelves, or enforce upon 0- 
thers, whilit its beſt bottomis the 
pleaſing of Superiours, & making 
Pariſh Charches conform to the 
Cathedral and Mother Churches, 
whom we muſt decline to follow 
further then they follow Chriſt. - | 

SECT: 
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SECE, V. 


Ter Bowing to xhe 
Communion Table be an 


ation vew and ſeemingly vain, 
yet Gods Inſtitution and ap- 
pointment will make it good and 
neceſſary; weare not ſo much to 
enquire the matter tendred unto 
God, as to obſerve the ſtamp that - 
makes it currant: the moſt comon 
and contemptible Elements are 
moſt eminent parts of Gods wor , 
ſhip, when uſed according to his 
own appointment:But alal\s,here- 
inwe are at the greateſt loſs of all, 
tor the divine axthority of our a» 
dorationto,towards or before the 
Communion T able, concerning 
which ws charge it to be an 1ns- 
quity, and render for it this Rea- 
lon; 


Solemy 
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Solemn and Religions Bowing 
t0,towards or before the Communt- 
0n T able, is nowere directed in the 
Word of God, and 3s therefore an iu- 
iquity fooliſh and unlawful. 

Nadab and Abihy bringing fire 
of their oWn kindlinguntoGod are 
made everlaſting Monuments of 
Gods Jealouſie, preaching to all 
the world,thatit is a/{ acaſe to offer 
falſe worſfeip to the true God, as to 
offer true worſhip to 4 falſe Goa : 
As God will admit no Corrivals 
inthe honour due to him, ſo he 
will receive no homage that 15 not 
, directed by him : It is adanger- 
ous thing: in the ſervice of God 
to deviate from his own inſtituti- 
ons whilſt we have to do with a 
power which is wiſe , to preſcribe 
his own worſhip , j»f, to require 
what he hath preſcribed: and 
, jealous, to revenge that which is 
offered unto him, he having not 
required it : Aſoſes might net- 

| ther 
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the add nor alter a pin in the 
Tabernacle, which God preſcri- 
bed, nor might So/omex decline 
the Pattern of the Temple 
which God had made known to 
his Father David. Biſhop Hal 
contemplating the fatall chance 
of the Sons of Aaron, ferving 
God with falſe fire, doth thus 
obſerve upon it , | When we bring 
Zeal without Knowledge, miſcon« 
ceipts of Faith, carnal Afﬀettions, 
the devices of our Will-worſhip 
ſuperſtitious devotions unto Gods 
Service, we bring common fire un= 
ro bus Altar; theſe flames were 
never of his kindling, He bateth 
both Altar, Fire, Prieſk and 
Sacrifice] Let me therefore ſay 
to our Altar-Adorers, To the 
Law and the Teſtimony , pro- 
duce divine preſcription for 
your Devotion, and religi- 
ous bowing to, towards or before the 
Communion Table, that youſtand 
not 
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not under the charge of z:19ai- 
ty, Even an appatent Sxperſtsts- 
en, advancing as divize worſhip, 
what is not of divine apporntment. 
But where ſhall we find a war- 
rant for ſolemn and religious 
bowing to, towards or before the 
Communion Table :; The Goſpell 
of Jelus Chrift, or Epiſtles, Ca- 
nons, AQs or Traditions of 
bis Apoſtles, afford us none, 
and it being a Relative Worſhip 
of God , \n the nature of it, by 
3n outward frame or ſ{tmilitude , 
will on a rationall conſideration, 
be found repugnant to the Se- 
cond Command, which inter- 
dicts all media cultus, externall 
Objects to be worſhipped , 
though God be che ultimate ob- 
ject to whom ſuch worſhip is 
intended, and ſo it is much at 
one, asto worſhip God by or be= 

fore an Image. 
Yet leſt our Zelots ſhould 
fall 
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fall inevitably under the charge 
of Superſtition, they will produce 
Scripture-proof to juſtifie their 
T able- Adoration, and thus the 
rally them ; | 

T hat the Fews admoniſhed by 
the Oracles of their Prophets and 
Prieſts, were accuſtomed to worſuip 
the true and living Gad with their 
boates proſtrate on the ground, aud 
their head bowed down tothe paves 
ment of the Temple, before the holy 
Altar 3s plain from the Teftimonies 
p| holy Scripture, ont of 1 Kings 

. 22. 2 Kings 18.22. Where 
the moſt pious King Herzekiah, 
ſaith, Before this Altar bow your 
ſelves : Out of 2 Chron. 7. 3. 
And again, 2 Chrox 32.12. Before 
one Altar ſhall ye worſhip ,, So Dr. 
Dancon Determ, 

And Dr. Morton in the place 
before quoted , is made thus to 
ſpeak, We bow before the Gommus- 
nion T able, even as the people of 


God 
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God 854 in adoring _ him befoxe the 
Arke his Footfool, Plalm 99. 3. 
And iniChron. 28.2. As Daniels 
bowing at how in Chaldea, leck- 
. Sng toWaras the Temple at Hierg- 
falem, where the Temple of Gods 
worſhip was, Dan.6.19. And Da» 
vid Would be known to have done, 
ſaying in Pſalm. 5.7.1 will worſhip 
towards thy holy Temple : Unto - 
theſe are added by Shelford , 
Reeve, Pookiington and Widdows, 
Pſal.99.5. Exod.12.27. Iſa.36.7. 
and the like, which are the ſame, 
or £0 the ſame purpoſe with thoſe 
before alledged : And ſhall we 
now ſay there is no directionfrom 
Scripture,for bowing to theCom 
munion Table : to which I ſayin 
general; 

If 1 ſhould ſay nothing by way 
of reply, who b readeth theſe 
Scriptures, will ſoon ſee, that he 
muſt ſtrain his Reaſon, if from 
any or all theſe Texts he infer a 
arrettion 
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direftion for Altar-worſhip : 1 
ſhall not ſtand to examine each 
Text particularly , and to ſhew 
the Bedlam-Logick in irrational, 
theological inferences, by which 
they are improved and extorted 
to acquit the vanity of our Altar- 
worſhip fro the iniquityof humie 
Invention, but refer my Reader 
to the DP wexch-coal, ſuppoſed to 
be Mr. Prizs, where he (hall find 
them exaltly COPE} = 
241,242,243,244- I ſhall only 
deteR the fallacy ofthis argumen: 
tation by theſe more general an- 
{wers : 

Firſt, Fewiſh praftiſe before _ 
Chriſt came in the fleſh, will make 
no warrant or give no aircttion for 
that worſhip which is to be now 
tendred unto Ged, becauſe their 
practiſes bottomed vpon ſpeciall 
peculiar Reaſons, are now expi- 
red and aboliſhed ; ſerving to 
ſhew us how God was worſvipped, 
nor 
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not how he is to be worſhipped , 
among which, the Temple , and 


Altar, and Adoration towards 


them , was not the leaſt, nay, 
theſe were the chiefeſt; and this 
way of Judaizing hath not been 
the leaſt ſpring of the Superſtt- 
tions ſprung up in the Church of 
Rome : Before therefore theſe 
Scriptures will make any warrant 
for a conform carriage in us, we 
muſt know whether theſe pra- 
Riſes were not particular to the 
ewes? peculiar Types and 
hadows, expired on the appear- 
ing of the Subſtance, feſas 
Chriſt our only Temple and Al- 
tar e which if it could be de- 
nyed, yet the caſe will be found 
diflterent. between this Adorats» 
en and our Bowing to the Coms+ 
munion Table, and therefore I 
would admoniſh ' our Altar 
worſhippers to conſider whe- 


ther they are not miſtaken in 
thele 
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theſe Three Things, the Object, 
che AR, and Authority of Wor- 

ſhip ? | 
The ObjeR of that Worſhip 
and adoration was either in ge- 
neral; Gods Foot tool, which ſome 
underſtand of the Earth in gene- 
ral, 7fa.66.1. Or in ſpecial, the 
Arke, that Symbole of his pre- 
ſence, 1 Chroy. 28. 12, Andin 
particular, the Temple at Hitru- 
ſalrm, ang the Altar in that 
Temple , places and inſtruments 
fanftihed by Gods eſpeciall pre- 
ſence, and ſolemnly conſecrated 
according to bis own preſcripti- 
on; but theſe are fo far from 
| being Common Tables in every 
Common Church, in any Coun» 
try, Place or City, that they 
are not Tables in any _ 
gogne (the proper patern of our 
Church.s ) not ſo much as the 
—_ Tables in the Temple; I 
prelume our Table-Cringers 
F cannoc 
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Cannot but know,there wasin the 
Tabernacle and Temple a T able, 
on which ſtood the Shew- bread 
and Silver Candleſticks , Me- 
thinks they ſhould give us ſome 
evidence of the Prieſts and Peo- 
ple bowing to , towards or be- 
\ forethat, which was alſo conſe. 
crated ; for it is moſt irratio- 
nall to inferr, the Jewes worſhip: 
ped towards the TEMPLE 
and AL TAR,when they cannot 
make*our Table an Altar , or 
Chancel a Temple, boly place, 
or holy thing, as Thave before 
noted- 

2. The At of Worſhip per- 
formed among the Jews, was 
no lels different-from our bow- 
ingand cringing , than was the 
Obje&: This AR of Worſhip 
Was 4 praying toWyaras the Tem- 
ple, or offering of Incenſe or Sas 
crifice upon the Altar , as 1Sevi- 
dent, P[alm 28.2. 1 Kings 8.20, 
30, 
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30,33,35,38,42,44,48. 2Chron 
26.20,21. And by that of Dasi- 
el, who prayed towards the 
Temple, it was nota bare bow- 
ing before it when no duty was 
in hand, or did dire the ſame, 
and that at coming in, or going 
out, or any time paſling' by 
the Temple or Altar, as 15the 
devoir done to our Table 3 So 
that they muſt prove that a ſim- 
ple bowing to the Altar or Temple 
without Prayer or Oblation was 
a fingle 1# of Devotion - and 
Worſhip. 

3. Thereis not more of Falla- 
cy in this Arugument by the 
difference of ARt and ObjeR, 
than the Authority of the.ſame ; 
they worſhipped towards the 
Temple and before the Altar on 
warrantable Grounds and Rea 
ſons, (v5z.) The Holineſs God 
had ſtamped on them by con- 
kecration. 2. The Special Pre- 

it 7 ſenct 
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fence of God was confined 
to them , they were the ſtand- 
ing Symboles from which ic 
was not ſeparated ; the fire came 
from the Lord upon the Altar, 
and conſumed the Sacrifices, and 
thea indeed the people bowed 
theenſelves to the Pavement, 
ſo may we do, when God im- 
mediately lights the Tapers 
which have to long ſtood on 
the Table. 3. They had a pro- 
miſe of ſpeciall acceptance to en+ 
courage chem to pray and wor- 
ſhip towards the Temple, where 
ſoever and in what condition 
ſoever they were ; when we 
find holinels ſtamped on , Gods 
ſpeciall Preſence confined to our 
Tables, or ( as they afﬀfeht to 
call chem ) Altars, and have a 
clear and undoubted promiſe of 

peculiar acceptance on ſuch a 
Pzriormance , we may be per- 
{waded to give ſolemn reverence 
to 
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to God by religiouſly bowing to, 
towards or before Communiox 
T able :- till then we muſt de- 
mand ſome clearer Teſtimony 
from Scripture to convince us of 
the ſame-as a duty, or lawful], or 
acquit theſelves fromthe charged 
Tntquity, for ſuperſtitiouſly inno- 
yating into Chriſts Church, a 
way of Worſhip ſo vain and 
fivoulous- in it it ſelf, and with- 
out Divine Warrant, and fo 
—— fooliſh and. unlaws 
II. 
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UR Fourth and Lafc Evi- 
dence that Solemn a1 religie 

cus Bowing to, towards, or befirs 
the Communion-Table js foelifhand 
unlawful is the Malignity:hereof, 
which we charge upon it, becauſe 
| EQ it. 
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it is ſinfſal,ſcandalous and danger- 


ous inthe uſe of it, 

Sin cannot pals without ſcandal 
to the Spectator, and danger to 
the Sinner ; ic is of a moſt known 
malignant influence,in reſpect of 
both theſe, and therefore to be a- 
voided and abhorred. 

Thar . Solemn and Religious 
Bowing to the Comunion-Ta- 
ble is1n the uſe of ir þ»fwl, bath 
been already manifeſted in-the 
Novelty,V anity,& Iniquity there - 
of, before diſcovered; by which, all 
that run,muſt needsread,that it is - 
a ridiculous Superſtition innovated 
S:to the Church & Worſhip of God 
without any Reaſon in theOb jeft,ov 
preſcription of pr, in its na- 
ture a 4;V3xe, not Civil Worſvip,a 
piece of Devotion, pretending to 
reverence God or Chriſt,as dire- 
Qed unto him,as the w/timare 0Ob- 
qett of the ſame , whilſt God never 
required inftitmedor preſcribedany 
luch 
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ſuch worſhip, nor intimated his 
mind that in fuch a way,reverence 
ſhould be done unto him. The 
Patriarchs and Prephets of the 
Old Teſtament, Apc/les and 
Primitive Chriſtians were never 
acquaitted with, or did acknow- 
ledge any ſuch aR of Adorati- 
on of the Altar or Table, or 
meanes , method and way of 
worſhip of God : Altars (under 
which notion the Table is bowed 
unto) are utterly ceaſed aud 4- 
boliſhed : all Chriſtians and zea» 
lous ſincere Proteſtants have with- 
ſtood and condemned it as wicked, 
ſuperſtitious,and idolatrovsinthe 
Paganand ? apiſts , andthe moſt 
zealous aſſertors and obſervers of 
bowing to the Table, do enforce, 
juſtifie and maintain,with a meer 
 pleaofartiquity inpornt of prattice, 
which can be no warrantably 
preſcription of divine Worſhip , 
and that is only pretended & pro- 
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ved by forged authorities, & fa)fe 
inferences, and moſt abſurd Ri- 
diculousReaſons, plain and palpa- 
ble reſulrcs of hdmane inventions, 
and is by themielves confeſſed ro 
be but athing indifferent, to be 
done,or not done withoutcClſure, 
which cannot be the property of 
Divine Worſhip ; all which do 
moſt clearly conclude-1t xo be in 
theuſe of it /»perſtsrious, and o 
ſinfull, ſcandalous and danger- 
ous, 

But if we well weigh the na- 
tnre of ſolemn and Religious 
bowing to, towards, or before 
the CommunionTable,we ſhould 
find it hard to acquit it from 1do- 
Latry : by reaſon it is an apparent 
Relative wor ſhip of Godginathrough 
or by reaſon of the Communion 
Table, which is the formality 
of the worſhip of the Heathen, 
and popiſh Images , Crucihxes, 
and Idols, and determined to be 

idolatry 
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idolatry by Dr. Morte who des 
termineth, that not onely the ters 
minating and fixing di- __.. 
Vine Dh _—_ Food Ho 
ture, i idolatry,but when 1b, 9. 
Latria or divine wor ſhip us Cap. 8. 
gwen to an [mage becauſe Sect Bo 
of the relation it hath to P4041 
Ged'or Chriſt, and itcan 2 
not as I conceive vary, if - it be. 
given to an Altar orTable,becanſe 
of this relation, becauſe it agreerh 
in that which is the forma i3nfor- 
man of Idolatry &ewhich is decla- 
red ſo-to be by our own Howiles, 
and all our Proteſtant . Writers 
againſt the Idolatry of thePapiſts, 
and by Befarmine himſelf in his 
book of Images, Cap.24. for that 
there is. nothing pleaded by way 
of excule,to acquit this 7 ab/e-wor 
ſ>ip,from Idolatry,which was not 
better pleaded and | gy waa by 
the Pagans and Papiſts, who ever 
denied co.worſhip the ſtock, fon? 

TY; 06 
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or Idol, but direRted their worſhip 
to that which i»ſpired, or Was re- 
preſented by that ſtock or ſtone, & 
ſo ſtamped Holineſle thereupon. 

Superſtition in Gods Worſhip 
Cmuch leſle —_— cannot be 
uſed in the Church of God with- 
out fin, ſo finful and malignant in 
its influence, that it muſt needs be 
a fumbling-ftone and a rock of 
offence,dangerous to the weakgrea: 
dy to embraceReligion,devorion 
and reverence towards God, and 
run ops a divine worſhip without 
regard and examination, becauſe 
ned by ſuch as prefeſs God, rather 
than becauſe inff#tuted by God. 8 
deft! nftive to the Wicked, who are 
bv a righteous God given over to 
offer him that ſervice,which muſt 
be rejeRted with,and who hath re- 
quired this at your hands. 

But to {train Charity to its ut. 
moſt bounds, and if it were poſli- 
ble to abate the malignity of = 
tables 
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table-wor ſhip by acquitting itirom 
iniquity ; we ſhould yer kind it 
ſeandalous and dangerous,&there- 
in ſufficiently malignant, whereby 
to render it tooliſh and unlaWwfal, 
and that in theſe two reſpeCts : 
Firſt, Bowing to the Commu- 
nion Table Symbolizeth with the 
worſhip of Pagans and Papiſts, 
thoſe known Idolaters, eſpecially 
inthat order in which it was of 
late (and beginneth a freſhto be) 
uſed among us, in his Majeſties 
Royal Chappel, Lambeth Chap® 
pel, the Cathedral and many Pa- 
riſh Churches, whilſt the Table 
mult be made in the frame of an 
Altar, railed in, and advanced as 
an holy Incloſure ; fixed at, the 
Eaſt end of the Church , and fur- 
niſhed with Altar-Furnicure, and 
Coverings, and Candleſticks with 
Candles in them placed therein , 
the Images of God, or Chriſt, or 
the Holy Ghoſt placed over them. 
un 
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in the glaſs window, or ſome 
ſtately Crucific in Arras hanged 
behind, and above them, or ſome 
Croſle in ſome kind of hangings, 
as at the Abbey at Weſtminſter: 
and ſo bowed unto , or bended be- 
ſore, when no duty in hand 
doth direC that genufleRion, bur 
i: ſelf is done as a diftin& piece 
of devotion , in all whichthere 
1s a moſt full conformity co the 
heathen worſh'p of the r gocs, 
by bowing before their altars 


placed in the Eaſt, and prepared. 


according as 1s here deſcribed, all 
6 which is declared ,by 
Eneid.lid, 4 their own Poers Vir- 
perro aan Horace: 
lib8,p 279, DY our reformed Di- 
Ovid Faſt>r. vines Dr. Rainold in 
_ $. P- oi - his Treatiſe. De 1dolo- 
mYorace *P latria Eccleſia Roma- 
ib. Epi. ib. 2. cp 3. ect 
46. pag.432. Biſhop 

7Zewell and Biſhop Morton , and 


by 


— 
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by our own Homilies in the third 
part of the Homily of the peril of 
1dolatry, as alſo by the Fathers of 
old, andthe plain ſuggeſtions of 
the Scripture, coupling together 
the Altars aud Images of the 
Gentiles in their Erection, deſtru- 
&ion or Adoration. _ 

And for the conformity of this 
practice. unto the Papilts, itis ſo 
legible that all.may run and read 
it ; andT ſhall only inforce.it wh 
that known ſtory, witneſſing the 
full agreement of the _— 
Priefis & Engliſh Altar worſhip- 
pers,as to this point:onMaunday 
Thurſday,in the year of our Lord 
1636. Mrs.Charneck, (a gentle- 
woman of good quality) with her 
daughter and ſome other friends, 
amongſt whom one was a Papiſt, 
went to ſee the Kings Chappel, 
where they ſaw an Altar with 
Tapers and other furniture on it, 
a.Crucifix over it : and preſently 

Dr. Brows - 
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Dr. Brown of Faiths Church,one 
of his Majeſties pm oe and a 

Dean inthis Church 

be ol ver with another Mini- 
ter (after known to 

be his Curate ) came into the 
Chappel; and _— themſelves 
towards the Altar, bowed T bree 

Times:aud then performing ſome 
private devotion departed : and 
immediately came Two Seminary 
Prieſts,and did as the Doctor and 
his Curate had done before them, 
on which Mrs.Charzock,ſpeaking 
to her friends, ſaid, I never thought 

tohave ſten ſuch aſight inEngland, 
that eur own Miniſters and P opiſh 

Prieſts ſhould thus repair into the 
King:Chappel,c+ uſe the ſelf ſame 
bowings & geſtures to the Altar & 
crucifix as i they wereboth agreed; 
whereunto her Papiſt friend pre- 
ſently replyed , There is no ſuch 
odds or difference between you and 
#4,45 1s conceived, And one of the 


Prieſts 
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Priefts ſeconded her, and faid, 
Gentlewoman you need not wonder 
at our bowing and kneeling to the 
Altar and crucifix, for you ſee that 
Miniſters of your own Religion ao 
the ſame. 

Can Idolaters find their fooliſh 
ſuperſtitions followed by,and re- 
tained among the profeſſors of 
Gods true worſhip, and not be 
obdurated in their vanity& folly? 
or can any conſcientious Prote- 
ſtants, convinced that God re- 
quires his people to avoid. the 
Symbol or ſimilitude as well as 
ſubſtance of falſe worſaip, and not 
be offended,prieved, ſcandalized, 
at this apparent conformity with 
Pagans and Papiſts, in an ation 
that neither Reaſon, nor Religis, 
more then humane invention,ſu- 
perſtitious devotion,will appoint, 
allow or defend? 

Secondly, Solemn'and Religi- 
ous bowing to, towards,or _ 

" —y 
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the Communion Table is a ring 
of ſuperſtition and fountain of va- 
nity, from whence it floweth in 
great abundance, Men do not ga 
ther Grapes of T hornes and Figs of 
Thiftles,luch as is the Tree, fach 
muſt be the fruit, ſuch as arethe 
premiſes,muſt be the concluſion: 
If the Communion-Table muſt be 
bowed unto with-ſolemn and Re- 
ligious bowing, then it will fol- 
low | 

Firſt,T hat holineſs of places and 
inſtruments (expired and aholi- 
ſhed by the comming of Chriſt ) 
1s yet continued in, aud to be regar- 
' dedand reverenced by the Church 
of God: and this 1s evidentin Dr. 
Dwaincons notion,that theLords ta» 
ble is the oft holy of Gods Howſ- 
hold- fluff, and inthat the Afer- 
tors of this Table Worſhip,do at- 
feR to call the Table, the Alrar, 
High Altar, the names of holy 
inſtruments : and muſt not this 


obdu; : 
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obdurate the Jewes, who Know 
holy places and inſtruments to be 
the Types of the Meſſiah,and of 
fend che Chriſtian, who knoweth 
chat Chriſt our Altar is in Heaven 
and hath laid common all holy 
places and inſtruments? 

2.Then CommunionT ables muſt 
have holineſs ſtamped upon them, 
and be ſignal ly diſting uiſhed from 
other ? aces and inſtruments above 
which they muſt be ſignified by ſe 
ſolemn, fpecialzpeculiar reverence: 
So we ſee a neceſlity of removing 
the T able out of the Body of the 
Church into theChancel(themoſt 
honourable place) and placing it 
cloſe to the Wall, leſt any ſhould 
ſit behind it, above Jeſus Chriſt, 
(ſaith Shelford). railing it in, 
leſt common people come nigh 
and prophane it; advancing it 
by ſteps, that it may be conlhi- 
cuous at coming into the 
Chu:ch: and conſecrating it by 
a 
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a ſolemn and Religious Rite or 
Order of ſtampiog holineſs; and 
of ſurniſoing 3t with Candleſticks, 
Tapers, Croſles and Crucifixes, 
leſt we ſhould ſeem to worſhip 
a ſimple naked ſoyners frame , 
if it were left without wealt 
or guard : all which have been 
made legible by the Writings , 
Preaching and PraQtife of our 
Table cringers, as the natural 
Inferences,Brood and Offiſpring 
of ſolemn and religious Bowing 
to the Communion Table. 

3. Then the Lord Feſws Chriſt 
one way difpenſed to his people, 
| doth ſtamp more holintſſe, and 
make the Inſtruments of ſuck mini- 
ſtration- Objefts of more Honour 
and Reverence than the ſame 
Chrift diſpenſed another way auth 
or can ao : The ſubſtance and 
matter of the Word read, 

reached and fenfibly admini- 
red, 1s one and the ſame, 
Chrif 
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Chrift crucified , all is Verbuns 
. Dei, or Dew Verbaum, although 
one be vifble, and the other 
audible ; and yet the Table onl 
not the Deck, or Pulpit , mu 
have ſolemn and religious re- 
verence : Baptiſm is a Sacra» 
ment, an Ordinance of the ſame 
nature with the Lords Sxpper, 
gniying & ſealing the Blood of 
Chriſt crucified,and ſhed as a Sa- 
crifice for ſin,though in a differct 
adminiſtration, according to the 
different capacity of the SubjeR, 
yet the T able muſt be bowed nnto, 
and not the Font; and ſo differ. 
ent adminiſtrations of the ſame 
ſubſtance do ſtamp different de- 
grees of holineſle, though never 
deſigned nor direRted of God un- 
to that end. 

4. Then Relative power is an 
eminent piece of Religion and 
Chriſtian Devotion : who mult 
not be bound to po to God 
1mme 
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immeaiately intheir ſolemn and 
religious adoration, but making 
him their »/:5mate Obje&, may 
dire& their Reverence toward 
an external Objeft, a Frame, 
Altar or Table, related unto 
Godor Chriſt, and to him de 
dicated as the medium cults , 
and then how ſhall we keepe 
out Tmages and Cracifixes,as like- 
ly meaia cultus, as Tables or Al- 
tars? and charge folly on the 
Primitive Chriſtians and Prote. 
ſrants, and on our own Church, 
who charged Ppapiſts and Pagans 
with Idolatry, for worſhippin 
God by external meadis and with 
relative worſhip. 

Laſtly, Then we muſt circam- 
ſcribe God , and confine feſws 
Chriſt to the Communion T able 
as well when the Sacrament 1; not, 
as When it ts adminiſtred , as 
to his peculiar Pew 1n eve- 
ry Church, Throne, Cha'r of 
dat? 
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State, Mercy-Seat among his peo- 
le, otherwiſe we bow to the Ta- 
le inthe groſlelt way and degree 
of Idolatry, as a meer foyners 
Frame, the work of Mans 
Hand. 

Many abſurdities of this na- 
ture do naturally flow from 
this AR of Table Worſhip, 
rendring it a moſt reconcilin 
Engine between England and 
Rome , but on that, among 
other Grounds, greatly ſcanda- 
logs to all ſincere Worſhippers 
of God, and a daxgerous ſium. 
bling fone for weak and wicke 
ed Chriſtians, being in it ſelf 
an Hydra of Superſtition , and 
ſetting open a Doore, nay Floode 
gate to many horrid Superſtiti- 
ons, and the very Sluce of 
Idolatry , and if the SubjeRt of 
ſuch Malignity, I may ſure ra- 
tionally conclude , That ſolemn 
and Religious Bowing to , to® 

-. wards 
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wards,or before the Communion 
Table, is an Action or Geſture 
fooliſh and unlawfull, and the ras 
ther becauſe innovated by hu- 
mane Invention, without Divine 
Preſcription, or any conſiderable 
Reaſon, 


— 


